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INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 
THEORY AND PRACTICE 
” O b | | 
MID WI F-E Ra 
COMPREHENDING 


The moſt effectual means of attaining true 
Principles of that Science; with Animad- 
verſions on the Qualification and Deportment 
of an AccoUCHEUR. 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 


A DESCRIPTION or Tue Avtnor's NEW FORCEPS, 
I!luftrated with elegant CoPPER PLATES. 


ALSO A 


SYLLABUS or OBSTETRIC LECTURES 


PUBLICLY DELIVERED AT 


His THEATRE, in CRAVEN-STREET, LONDON. 


By JOHN L E AK E, M. D. 


Member of the Royal College of Phyſicians, and Phyſician 


to the WESTMINSTER LYING-IN-HOSPiTAL. 
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Printed for R. BALDWIN, Pater-naſter Rou; and 
A. MuRRay, Fleet: ſtrect. 


M,DCC,LXXAVII, 


Now publiſhed, for R. BaLDwin, Palerngſter- Row; 
and A. Mo RRAVY, Fleet-Street. 


In two Volumes, oftauo, price twelve Shullings. 

A new Edition, being the 51xTH, with large additions; 
And a PORTRAIT of the AUTHOR, by BARTOLOZZI. 
{Tranſlated into the French and German Languages, 
MEDICAL OBSERVATIONS and INSTRUCTIONS, 


comprehending the Nature, Treatment, and Cure of the 
various Diſeaſes incident to WOMEN, whether acute or 
chroncal, under the following heads. 


VOL. I. On Crone, Dy | 
Obſtruction, redundance, a ion of the periodi- 
cal Diſcharge, and Diſorders ence ariſing. | 


Diſeaſes of the Uterus And eonti F Parts, viz. Fluor 
188 2 Uterl, Canegf Abortion nd Barrefmets ; 
obſtruction, or incontinence of Urine; ulceration of the 
Bladder, and Piles. | 

Diſeaſes of the Stomach and Bowels; nervous and hyſte- 
ric Affections, low Spirits, and Melancholy. | 

Of Conſumption, Dropſy, and Diſeaſes of the Shin and 
Glands; Influence of the Paſſions on the body and mind; 
and effects of Weather on delicate conſtitutions, 

The ſalutary power of Air, Diet, Exerciſe, and Medi- 


cines, in the Prevention or Cure of chronic Di/ea/es. 


| To which are added, Forms of Medicine, adapied to the 
: ſeveral Diſeaſes. 2 


V O L. I. On Acute Diſeaſes 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on the cauſe and 
cure of CHILD-BED FEVER deduced from the ſymp- 
toms of that diſeaſe, taken from the living body, and its 
morbid Appearances after Death; illuſtrated with Caſes and 
Forms of Medicine adapted to each. 

The propliylactic Method, or means of preventing the 
Diſeaſe, 

The nature and treatment of Uterine Hæmorrhages 
or Floodings. 

The cauſe and cure of Convulſions, and acute Di, 
eaſes in general, moſt fatal to Women during the ſtate 
ot pregnancy. | 


By JOHN LEAKE, M.D. 
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Alſo publiſhed, for R. BALDWIN, and A. MURRAY, 
Being a NEW EDITION, (Quarto) Price Five Shillings, 
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Inodafiory to the | Torn, 
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THEORY and PRACTICE of MIDWIFERY: 


Publicly delivered 
By JOHN LEAKE, M. D. 


Fo which are now added, 


A Syllabus of Ob/tetric Lectures; and Deſcription of his 
NEW Forctes, with three Blades. in which the me- 
chanic powers of che Forceps and Lever are fo combined, 
as to render the Crotchet unneceſſary: The utility of 
this Inſtrument, is illuſtrated by elegant Copper-plates, and 
confirmed by the concurring teſtimonies of FORE1GH 


PROFESSORS, in Letters to the Author. 
Alſs, 


A Vandication of the New FoRCEPs, in which the 
injudicious Remarks on that ſubject, ſigned, Thomas Den; 


man, are examined and refuted. 
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Lately publiſhed, and dedicated to 
Dr. WH > 


PRACTICAL ENQUIRIES on the SECTION of the 
SYMPHYSIS PUBIS, ſucceſsfully performed at PARIS, 
as a ſubſtitute for the Cæſarian Operation. 


By ALPHONSE LE ROY, 


Doftor Regent of the Faculty of Phyſic ir in Paris, and Pro. 
feſſor of Midwifery, &c. 


Tranſlated from the F rencli.) 
By LEWIS POIGNA N D, Surgeon, 


Monſieur Monſieur John Leake, docteur en me- 
dicine, membre de College Royal des Medicins 
de Londres, &Cc. . 


MFR cum voluptate et non fine fructu, 
Vir illuſtridime et ornatiſſime, tuum legi 
et relegi librum, cui titulus eſt: Practical Obſer- 
vations ou the Child-bed Fever, printed London 1772. 
In illo enim reperi animadverſiones curioſas et 
plane novas de affectibus oment1, diſquifitiones ni- 
tidas et ſagaces de curatione febris puerperium in- 
ſequentis, dubitationes quas dictarunt prudentia 
et moderatio contra ſyſtema noſtri Celeberrimi Le- 
vret, cogitationes accuratas de hæmorrhagiis ante 
et poſt partum. Quid magis ? In toto judicium 
et ſcientia veri bonique medici refulget, his ita- 
que perpenſis, ſeu ægrorum ſalutem, ſeu artis me- 
dicæ incrementum proſpiciam, tuum librum cunc- 
tis gratiſſimum duxi; qua propter ut melius inno- 
teſcat, hunc in idioma gallicum converto, jam 
ferme abſoluta eſt interpretatio; et paucos intra 
menſes, ſi tibi libet, prelo publico poterit in 
Francia committi. 


Mihi familiaris et colendus amicus habet nunc 
ſub prelo tractatum idiomate Gallico ſcriptum de 
hæmorrhagiis uterinis. Plurimis abſhinc menſibus 
auctori communicaveram verſionem tuæ ſectionis 
Vz. Of the nature and cauſe of uterine hemorrhages, 
and their treatment, c. in hoc novo tractatu mei- 

amici, 


(n 
amici, multa ſunt de te excerpta cum laude tui in- 
genii et tui operis. 


Auctor novi tractatus, poſt expoſitionem vari- 
arum methodorum contra hæmorrhagias uteri, nil 
efficacius inveniit quam obturatio vaginæ Linteo- 
lis vel ſiccis, vel imbutis aceto, ſed profunde im- 
miſſis. Hæc methodus olim vetuſtiſſimis nota, in 
oblivione quodam modo jacebat; ſed nunc reſur- 
git longa et felici experientià ſtabilita; et enim in- 
troductio linteorum in vagina, dum ſanguinis flux- 
um, juvat quoque formationem coaguli; interim, 
uterus novas acquirit vires; ſeſe conglomerat et 
conſtringit, contractionibuſque propellet coagula- 
tum ſanguinem et linteola immiſſa; ſed ut obtura- 
mentum vaginæ fit ſemper ſauſtum, plurimæ ſunt 
adhibende cautiones; ſcilicet, mollis compreſſio 
uteri cum manu, applicatio ſupra pubem linteo- 
rum aqua frigida, aut forſan melius aceto madido- 
rum, uſus aeris frigidi, et, ut uno dicam verbo, 
quidquid poteſt juvare uteri contractiones et vaſo- 


rum ſanguinem fundentium clauſuram. 


Celeberrimus Hoffman, Cornelius Trioen, multi- 
que ali jam indicarant obturamentum vaginæ con- 
tra hæmorrhagias uteri; hæc methodus tibi, Vir 
clariſſime non erat ignota; attamen in praxi vix 
erat explorata. In curriculo menſis proximi, ut 
opinor, novus tractatus mei amici evulgabitur; et 

| in 
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in illo videre poteris ferme omnia quæ ſcripſiſt i 
de opio, medicamentis aſtrigentibus, venæ ſectione, &c. 

Vale, Vir clariſſime; et quanquam ſim extra- 
neus, et nullo modo tibi notus, non dedigneris, 
quæſo, meam ſinceram admirationem. 

F RANCISCUS CHAUSSIER. 
Datum Divione die 21, 7bris. 1775. 

Chirurgiae magiſter in urbe Divionenſi apud 
Burgundos, acad. reg. chirurgiae Pariſienſis cor- 
reſpondens, &c. 

P. S. Si velis mihi refponſum dare, ſubjungs 
infcriptionem epiſtolae in idiomate gallico. 
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Mons1EuR, 

E vous prie d' accepter un exemplaire de Pou- 
vrage que je publie en faveur de Poperation 
nouvelle de la ſection de la Simphiſe que Pai de- 
termine, et à la quelle j'ai coopere. J'y joins le 
recit de la Faculte de Medecine de Paris, et un 
thẽſe qui detre ſoutenue dans nos Ecolles, la quel- 
le adopte mes principes et offre ſix examples de 
ſuccẽs. Jenſeigne les accouchemens, &c. Je 
ſuis le premier medecin de notre facultè qui ſe soit 
auſs decidement livre à cette partie de la medecine 
qui eſt en France aux mains des chirurgiens. Je 


connois vois travaux ſur les fievres à la ſuite des 
couches; 


TY 
couches ; j'etablis vos principes et je me plais a 
vanter vos talens. Jai donne un Hiftoire des 
principaux Accoucheurs, Smellie et vous, Mon- 
fieur, y occupẽ un range diſtingue. Recevez mon 
Opuſcule comme un homage que je me plais a ren- 
dre a votre celebrite, J'ai mande a mon libraire 
de me faire parvenir tous vos ouvrages, je compte 
en faire bon uſage pour un traits d'Accouche- 
mens, que je vais publier et dans le quel Paurai un 
grand nombre de fois occaſion de publier avec 
quels ſentimens d'eſtime reſpectueuſe J'ai Phonneur 
di'etre, 
| Mons1tus, 


Votre tres humble et tres obeiſſant ſerviteur, 


ALPHONSE LE ROY. 


Doctor Regent de la Faculté de Medecine de 
Mai le 15, 1778. Paris, Profeſſeur d'Accouchemens et d- 
Maladies de Femmes. 


M. LEAKE, Profeſſeur d'Accouchemens. 


TRANSLATION. 


SIR, 
1 your acceptance of my publica- 
tion on the uc operation of cutting the ſym- 
Phyſis pubis, which I have ſucceſsfully per- 
formed. I likewiſe incloſe a report of the Medi- 
| Cal 


(vii) 
cal Faculty at Paris, and a Thefis, which has 
lately been diſcuſſed in our College, wherein my 
principles are adopted; together with {x examples 
of the ſucceſs of this operation. I give Lectures in 
Midwifery, &c. and am the firſt in our faculty 


who has ſo devoted himſelf to this branch of phy- 


ſic, which in France belongs to ſurgery. I am 
acquainted with your Practical Obſervations, Sc. 
on the Child-bed Fever. I adopt your principles, 
and take pleaſure in praiſing your Talents, I 
have given a Hiſtory of the prineipal Accouchenrs, 
wherein Smellie and you, Sir, hold a diſtinguiſhed 
rank. I preſent you with a ſtetch of my work, 
as a tribute which I owe to your eminent reputa- 
tion, and have given orders to my bookſeller, to 
ſend me all your works, of which I intend to 
make a proper uſe towards a Treatiſe J am going 
to publiſh on Midwifery, wherein I ſhall have 
frequent occaſion to teſtify the reſpectful eſteem 
with which, 
SIR, | 
I have the honour to be, 
Your moſt humble, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


 ALPHONSE LE ROY, M. D. Ec. 


May 5, 1778. 
M. Leaxz, Profeſſor of Midwifery, &c. 
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OF THE 


RISE, PROGRESS, aD PRESENT STATE 


MIDWIFERY 


OBSTETRIC. Ak an 


\ /{ IDWIFERY, the ſubject of our pre- 
ſent conſideration, conſtitutes a Sci- 

ence, on the due exerciſe of which, depends 
the preſervation of WoMaNn—that amiable 
part of creation, from whom we derive our 


Being and greateſt happineſs. 


To afford the Reader a general 1dea of its 
Riſe, Progreſs, and public Utility; to place 
B it 
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it on a more extenſive and reſpectable 
view, than has hitherto been done; and to 
ſhew the moſt effectual means of acquiring 
its true Principles, 1s the deſign of the fol- 
lowing pages; which may be look'd upon as 
the abridgement of a LecTuRE, I had the 
honor publicly to deliver a few years ago, 
introductory to the 'Theory and Practice of 
the Ohfterric Art. 


The earlieſt accounts of MID WITERY we 


are able to obtain, inform us, that, hke 
other arts, it originated from neceſſity ; and 
therefore, is ſo extremely ancient, that it 
ſeems to have ſprung up with the firſt race 
of mankind; for, notwithſtanding the hu- 
man body, in its original ſtate, came per- 
fectly formed from the hand of the Creator, 
with all its parts wonderfully adapted to per- 
form their ſeveral functions; and although 
its ſtrength and vigor was then leſs impair- 
ed by intemperance or diſeaſe; yet, Nature 
in the production of our ſpecies, not being 
always able to ſupport and maintain her own 
laws; the difficulties to women in Travail 


were nearly the ſame in the firſt ages as at 
| f preſent, 


E +1 


preſent, and conſequently, ſtood in need of 


the like aſſiſtance. 


That which principally ennobles the libe- 
ral Arts and Sciences, 1s the dignity of their 
object, and public utility ariſing from 
them; hence, MI DPWITERVY will be found 
ſuperior to all others; inaſmuch as moſt of 
them are only ſubſervient to the convenien- 
cies of life, but on this art, immediately 
depends the preſervation of life igſelß, even 
in a twofold capacity, Hence the poetical 
invocation of the ancients ; 


« Phebefave; laus magna libi tribuetur, in uno 
*« Corpore ſervato, rſtituiſſe duos.” 'TIBULL. 


The Science of MipwiFERy has, indeed, 
been often degraded by the ignorance and 
unworthineſs of many who practiſed it; and 
ſome of the medical profeſſion are to be 
found, who, with more vanity than ſolid 


ſenſe, ſuperciliouſſy overlook its advantages, 
and think it below their affected dignity to 


exerciſe a manual art, or fave the life of their 
fellow creature, otherwiſe, than by direct- 
Bz . ons 
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ing medicines, or feeling the pulſe ;—means 
too often vague and inefſectual, without the 
interpoſition and aid of Nature herſelf. But 
it ought to be remember'd, that among the 
ancients, the Practice of Phy fre and Surgery 
were united; and that learned men in all 
ages, not only ſtudied Midwifery them- 
ſelves, but recommended it to the attention 
of others, as a curious branch of natural phi- 
Laſophy, which will afford the higheſt enter- 
tainment and inſtruction to contemplative 
minds. It is not, indeed, neceſſary that a 
phyſician ſhould practiſe Midwitery ; but if 
totally unacquainted with its Principles, he 1s 
leſs entitled tothat appellation, whichimplies 
a general and extenſive knowledge in every 
branch of the healing art.— How, otherwiſe, 
can he have clear, and diſtinct ideas of thoſe 
complicated difeaſes peculiar to Women, 
ariſing from 7rregu/arities of the periodical 
diſcharge ; or of puerperal Fever, Uterine 
Hamorrhages, &c. ? 


Among the ancients, that venerable pa- 
rent of phy ſic, Hippoct ates, not leſs illuſtri- 
ous for ſocial virtue than his profound know- 

ledge 


„ 
ledge of philoſophy, wrote ſeveral books 


profeſſedly on Midwifery, and Diſeaſes in- 


cident to women: Ariſtotle, likewiſe, Tu- 
tor to Alexander the Great, and by his order 
amply ſupplied with whatever the known 
world could afford relative to natural hiſtory 
and the generation of animals, did not diſ- 
dain to write on the ſame ſubject; nor did 
Avicenna, who was a phyſician and an Ara- 
bian Prince. 


Of the moderns, the celebrated Harvey, 
who diſcovered the circulation of blood, and 
was phyſician to King Charles the firſt, diſ- 
courles largely on generation and child- 
birth; and Ruy/ch, that laborious inveſtiga- 


tor and promoter of anatomical knowledge, 


not only practiſed Midwifery, but was ap- 
pointed Profeſſor of that art by the States of 
Holland. The learned A/ruc, royal Pro- 
feſſor of phy ſic at Paris, and Phyſician to 
the French King, gave public Lectures on 


the OBsTETRIC ART; alſo Albinus, an 


illuſtrious Profeſſor of Anatomy and Sur- 
gery in the Univerſity of Leiden. And 
laſtly, the late Dr. Hunter, Phyſician to the 

5 Queen, 


18 
Queen, by whoſe inceſſant labours, anato- 
mical knowledge has been ſo much improv- 
ed, practiſed Midwifery many years, and 
publiſhed his Anatomical Tables of the Gra- 
vid Uterus, to illuſtrate that ſcience. 


Daily experience affords ample teſtimony 
of the great utility of this art, whether it re- 
gards the immediate preſervation of indivi- 
duals in pregnant women, or extends its in- 
fluence to the good of ſociety in general. In 
preternatural Labour, or profuſe uterine 
Hemorrhages, where nothing but ſpeedy de- 
| livery could fave the patient's life; the time- 
ly and judicious aſſiſtance of an Accoucheur 
ſnatches her, as it were, from the grave, and 
often preſerves her Infant alfo ; he reſtores to 
the deſpairing huſband the tender partner of 
his boſom, and gives conſolation to all thoſe 
who are united to her by the ties of blood 
and natural affection. 


3 
2 
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Mipwir Rx likewiſe principally conſti- 
tutes and illuſtrates the Medicina forenſts, or 
that branch of the Science contributing to the 
public adminiſtration of juſtice, in what re- 

lateg 


EE. 
Jates to virginity, pregnancy, and the natu- 
ral period of uterine geſtation ; as well as to 
form judgment, whether unlawful means 
had been uſed to occaſion 9ab6rtion *. It like- 
wiſe directs us to the propereſt methods of 
diſcovering whether the Infant was ſtill- 
born, or deftroyed after birth. Beſides 
thoſe caſes, in which the deciſion of an Ac- 
coucheur has no inconfiderable ſhare, are 
many other important points which could 
not be ſatisfactorily cleared up, or properly 
determined without his interpoſition ; and 
therefore, the verdict of Juries, reſpecting 
the legilimac) of children, indiaments for 
rapes, or actions to obtain dr vorce, are chiefly 


guided by his report. 


We are told, when women under ſen- 
tence of death plead pregnancy, execu- 
tion 1s ordered to be delayed ; and that this 
matter is decided by a Jury of matrons ; but, 
did not the law expreſsly thus command; 


thoſe 


* Tothe diſgrace of legiſlative power, this heinous treſpaſs 


vn the great Law of Nature ts frequent in the Metropolis, and 
Empericks, with impunity, are ſuffered to fignify, by public 
allvertiſements, cohere women may ap for that atrocious pur- 


pole, 


= 


„ 
thoſe Judges, who would admit of ſuch in- 
competent juries, ought to be deemed ma- 


trons as well as they. 


In a word, if it is of conſequence to prove 
the Jegitimacy of children, and to prevent 
ſpurious iſſue from inheriting the property 
of a lawful heir; if it is of importance to 
acquit the innocent, and puniſh the guilty, in 
the moſt horrid and unnatural of all crimes, 
that of ch7/d-murder ; the public utility, and 
private advantage of that ſcience, on which 
ſuch determinations chiefly depend, muſt 


ſurely then become obvious and ſelf-evi- 


dent. 


The Creator's wiſdom is not more con- 
ſpicuous in the great, and original work of 


| Creation itſelf, than thoſe means by which 
ſucceeding generations ſpring up and people 


the world ; and if the inanimate bodies of 


ſhells, foſſils, and other concretes, or the 


more beautiful and organized parts of mat- 
ter in the vegetable ſyſtem, ſo often engage 
the curious; ſurely, the Oz/tetric Art would 
afford them entertainment much more ra- 
tional 
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tional and intereſting. It comprehends the 
natural hiſtory and phyſiology of the human 
body, and gives us an idea of its original 
ſtructure, its progreſs and termination. 'The 
nature of our ideas or mental faculties are 
alſo illuſtrated by this art; the organs of 
ſenſe being the firſt inlets to all our percep- 
tions, which vary in their effect, ac- 
cording to the perfect modification of thoſe 
parts, and the due performance of their ſe- 
veral functions. It would, indeed, be im- 
poſſible to diſcover, by the niceſt anatomical 
reſearches, that exquiſite peculiarity of ſtruc- 
ture in the brain, which conſtitutes the dif- 
ference between the ideot and man of ſound 
' Intellect ; yet, as every effect implies an ex- 
iſting cauſe, ſuch diflimularity may be 
reaſonably inferred ; for it would be un- 
philoſophical to ſuppoſe an eſſential diffe- 
rence in the nature of the intelle& or Soul 
itſelf. 

No ſcience leads us fo immediately to a 
ſurvey of our own origin as this; it preſents 
to our view the rudiments of the Fetus, and 
ſhews how they gradually unfold themſalves 

in 


FG 
in magnitude, and figure, from conception 
to the time of birth: Thus we may obſerve, 


„ How the dim Speck of entity began 
« T* extend its recent form and ſi reteh toman.? 
Gar tn. 
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Here it may alſo be remarked, how the 


cauſes of things remain inactive, till they 
are excited into motion by other ſubordinate 
cauſes; for the primordia of the human 
body, like the ſtamina of plants in their 
ſeed, lie dormant and concealed in the fe- 
male ovum, till they are ſupplied with a vi- 
tal principle, and rendered prolific by the 


ſubtile aura genilalis of the male. The phi- 


loſopher and phyſiologiſt may then trace 
with wonder, the revolutions of matter in 
the human Embryo, diveſting itſelf by de- 
grees of its inert qualities, till by a new 
modification of parts, it becomes an organi- 
zed body, and vegetates into life: "Tis now 


ſupplied with pipes and ſtrainers fit to con- 


vey its juices, but having yet only circula- 
tion without ſenſation, it reſembles the 
growth of vegetables, and, like a paraſite 

Z plant, 


BY > 
plant, germinates and ſtrikes root in the 
womb. 


Hence, the Embryo may be conſidered as 
an organized body which advances to ma- 
turity by flow and inſenſible degrees: At 
firſt it admits the circulation of fluids 
through its delicate vaſcular ſyſtem, and 
ſoon as it becomes 1rr:table ; the punctum 
ſanguineum ſaliens, the primum vivens and 
ultimum moriens, 1o beautifully deſcribed by 
the immortal Harvey, ſets the animal ma- 
chine agoing ; and it appears highly pro- 
bable, as I have elſewhere obſerved, that 
this extraordinary property reſiding in mat- 
ter, called IX RITABILITV, 7s the firſt in- 
ftrument which Nature eniploys towards the 
Production of animal life x. 


In 


# By Irritability is meant that property of the ahimal fibre, 
which, on being pricked or jitmulated, has a power to contract, 
although the animal is dead; for the heart may be excited into 
Motzon, even after the head has been cut off. lence, Irritability 
4s not only endependant of Senſibility and Circulation, but 
even of the Soul itſelf : fince it is found to exiſt, after the Brain, 
the ſeat of that ſpiritual ſomething, has been deſtroyed or taken 
away. 


Vide Med, Inſtruct. Vol. I. page 227, and Seq- 


rr 
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In proceſs of time, the diminutive being 
is endowed with /:fe, motion, and ſenſation; 


and at laſt, when arrived at its utmoſt pe- 


riod of perfection in the adult, becomes 
poſſeſſed of thoſe ſublime mental faculties 
which do honor to human nature. Such 


onee were Newton, and Deſcartes, and of 


ſuch humble materials may other Alexan- 
ders and C2/ars be made, under the form- 
ing hand of the Almighty Architect ! 


The ſolids of a fœtus, even its very bones 


were once in a fluid ſtate, and void of all 


ſenſation, being derived from the ingeſta, 
or common elements of matter taken into 
the mother's body for nouriſhment. Ali- 


ment becomes Chyl/e, of Chyle is made blood, 


and that vital fluid is converted into ſo- 


| lids; ſo that by a real 7ranſub/tantiation, 


we begin to eit on many thouſand grains 
that iſue out of duſt; but how and when 
the myſtical union of intellect with matter 
is effected, muſt ever remain a ſecret to us, 
and can only be known to the Divine 
Author of our being. 


is 


„ 


Tis preſumed the exiſtance of animal 


bodies cannot commence without the agen- 


cy of an immaterial principle ; but it ſhould 
be obſerved, that the concurrence of mate- 
rial phyſical cauſes are alſo neceſſary; for 
the vital principle in the ov of birds, 
would he dormant for ever, was it not ex- 
cited into motion by the application and 
energy of heat. It may alſo be remarked, 
that the faculties of the mind enlarge as the 
corporeal organs advance in perfection, from 
infancy to manhood, and then gradually 
decline, as the body tends to decay, in old 
age. 


During this tedious progreſſion of animal 
life, from the firſt dawning of a living prin- 
ciple to the laſt extreme of age ; phyſiolo- 


giſts have ſuppoſed there muſt have been an 


entire tranſmutation or total change of bo- 
dy, ſo as to leave no idea of per/onal Iden- 
{ity ; and therefore the celebrated Mr. Lock 


places 


Natura in animal: omnino animal eſt. Ipſa fabricat Cal- 
ces, Dentes, Cornua, ad vitam tuendam itaque ijs et utitur, 
& ſcit quo fit utendum modo, fine objetio aut Pfiantaſia ulla. 

8 J. C. Scalig. Exer. 307. Sect, 29, 
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places it in Conſcrouſneſs only. But al- 


though the adventitious ſubſtance of the bo- 


dy, derived from aliment for its nouriſh- 


ment, ſhould be many times changed, its 
original ſtamina muſt remain identically the 
ſame. | | 


The ways of Providence are paſt finding 
out ; yet theſe very perplexities with which 


we meet in the purfuit of knowledge may 


afford ſome advantage. They will abate 
that extravagance of vanity and ſelf- ſuffici- 
ency ſo natural to the mind of man. They 
will teach him diffidence and humility, by 
ſhewing him many things of which he is 
either doubtful or totally ignorant. 


The learned Dr. Bentley, in his confuta- 
tion of atheiſm, has clearly ſhewn, that the 
Force of Gravity, however it may influence 


the larger maſſes of matter, is utterly inſut- 


ficient to account for the formation of anti- 


' mal bodies. The ſcience under conſidera- 


tion 1s not leſs eminently ferviceable in 
the cauſe of religion, by demonſtrating the 
wifdom of God in the admirable ſtructure 
of 
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of their ſeveral organical parts; as well as 


in affording experimental facts which refure 
the doctrine of qui vocal Generation, that 


great barrier and ſubterfuge of the atheiſti- 


cal ſect of Philoſophers, who concluded, ac- 


cording to their principles, that if Crocodiles 


and other animals were produced by putre- 


faction, in the banks of the Nile; that men 


alſo, like fo many animal plants, might ori- 
ginally ſpring up by chance from the pro- 


lific mud of their mother earth, to the total 
excluſion of divine agency. 


This pernicious notion which prevailed 
for many centuries, was at laſt oppoſed by 
Redi, a celebrated naturaliſt of Florence, 
who by various curious experiments, incon- 
teſtably proved, that the concurrence of both 
ſexes is eſſentially neceſſary towards the 
production of the ſmalleſt as well as largeſt 
animals ; and that thoſe putrid ſubſtances, 
ſuppoſed to have generated inſects, only af- 
ford them a proper n:d4us or hatching-place, 
but never produce them by ſpontaneous for- 
mation. 


Tt 


| 1 
| It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed that ſome 
particular animals are produced in a man- 9 
1 ner very ſingular and anomalous. A Poly- 
3 pus cut into ſeveral parts will generate ſo =] 
' many perfect and diſtinct Polyp/, How 
Li | ſtrangely different then may be the effect of 
the ſame cauſe, in animals of different ſpe- 

cies, ſince that diviſion which deſtroys ani- 
. mal bodies in general, tends to generate and 
F multiply that of a Polypus ? 
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This extraordinary creature may be con- 
ſidered as an intermediate link connecting 
the different orders of animal and vege- 
| table bodies; for the ſenſitive faculty 
. of the firſt, may be perceived to de- 
| ſcend gradually in the ſcale of animal be- 
( ings, till it dwindles into the inanimate 
growth of plants. As nature inſenſibly 
drops the animal proceſs, ſhe begins to play 
the wanton, and tranſgreſs her own laws : 
Thus Saile and Earth-worms, according to 
Sammerdam, are all of the hermaphrodite 
kind, and whilſt they impregnate are reci- | 
procally impregnated ; and that uncommon | 


reptile the Surinam toad does not produce its 
young 


„ 
young from the interior parts of its body, 
like other animals, but from certain cups or 
ſockets upon its back. 


The Abbe Spallanzam, an Italian, as well 
as Reaumer have obſerved, that this pro- 
perty is not peculiar to the Po/ypas ; for, 
they have diſcovered that Earth-wormscut in 
pieces, and ſome other animals, are endow- 
ed with the ſame faculty of reproduction, 
which I have had the ſatisfaction to confirm, 
in the firſt, by ſome experiments which 
came under my own obſervation. The 
ſame author aſſerts, that the heads of Land- 
ſnails, and legs of young Frogs are reprodu- 
cel in the like wonderful manner; and 
farther, that upon the moſt accurate exami- 
nation, they are found to differ in nothing 
from thoſe parts in their original ſtate. 
In ſuch ſtrange deviations from the ſtated 
Law of Nature, though our ſenſes give 
evidence, we. can hardly affent to their 
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reality. 


l Thoſe extraordinary and well eſtabliſhed 


facts, however, enlarge our ideas, and extend 
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the limits of natural knowledge, demonſtra- 
ting, at the ſame time, the vaſt activity, and 


permanent energy of the vital principle, 
which, in vegetables, as well as animals, is 
remarkably prevalent; for trees cut down, 
or torn up by the roots, after their limbs 
have been lopt off, ſtill retain their vegetative 


Principle in fo high a degree, as to throw out 


vigorous ſhoots or branches from the trunk 


apparently dead. 


Leſſer, in his Teſtaceo- theologia aſſerts, 
that the Palaui Marini, Rock Muſcles and 


Orfters are not only hermaphrodites, but ſuch 


as without any manner of concurrence with 
each other, have within themſelves a power 
to generate and bring forth their kind *. An 
impregnated female Aphis, or Plant-Louſe 
can communicate to her offspring the extra- 
ordinary power of producing others in ſuc- 


ceſſion even to the fifth progeny, without 


any frech impregnation ; and what 1s equal- 
ly aſtoniſhing, we are told, that the ſame 
ſpecies of Aphis, which in ſummer was vi- 

5 vi parous, 


* No Hermaphrodites, among the inſeft tribe, have yet 
been diſcovered. 
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di parous, becomes oviparous in autumn. 
It is alſo wonderful, that the Coccus and 
Oniſcus no ſooner bring forth their young, 
than they are devoured by them. And laſt- 
ly, if we deſcend to vegetables, however 
ſtrange it may appear, certain it is, the a- 
rina or ſeed of the male flower impregnates 
that of the female, otherwiſe no fruit would 
be produced: for Linnæœus obſerves the ſavin 
tree was fruitful in the Upſal garden, where 
the male plant grew near it, but in the Clif- 
ford garden, where the male was wanting, 
there was no fruit at all. 


But the moſt extraordinary production in 
nature of the vegetable tribe, is the Gramen 
Parnaſſi, Flore Albo ; it grows in meadows, 
and low marſhy grounds, and bloſſoms in 
July and Auguſt. This beautiful flower 


has a hollow cone in its center, which is 


ſurrounded with ſeveral upright chives, on 


the tops of which are placed ſmall creſcents 
or half-moons filled with Farina ; when this 
is mature, the chives, by turns, bend them- 
ſelves like a bow, and diſcharge the Faring 
or prolific duſt from theſe creſcents into the 
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apex or point of the hollow cone, and then 
return to their former ſtate. I have ſeen 
with ſurpriſe, ſeveral of them,as if endow- 


ed with animal inſtinct, in the very act of 


diſcharging their Farina. 


The rudiments of the Foetus having been 
conſidered, it is proper to remark, that the 
ceconomy of Nature, in perfecting what ſhe 
had begun, is no lets extraordinary; whe- 
ther it regards the vital functions of the 
womb in nouriſhing the Infant, or the ama- 
zing expulfive force by which it is brought 
forth. After puberty, the female conſtitu- 
tion is ſo diſpoſed as to prepare a larger 
quantity of blood than is neceſſary for the 
nouriſhment and immediate ſubſiſtance of 
the woman's body ; and therefore, when ſhe 


is not with child, it is periodically carried 


&F once a month, leſt it ſhould overfil the 
veſſels and incommode her conſtitution ; but 
as ſoon as ine becomes pregnant, this vital 
fluid is then ſent to the womb, to nouriſh 
the Tætus ; —conſequently during nine 
months” geſtation, the meſes are naturally 
wanting. Wien the Infant arrives at its 

utmoſt _ 


B 

utmoſt bulk, the Nerus can then no longer 

contain it without danger of burſting ; the 
violent diſtention of its fibres now creates 
pain, which puts the whole uterine ſyſtem 
into a ſtate of re- action, and from thence 
the birth is effected ; therefore what are 
called /abor-parns are only the effect of that 
contraction, or powerful endeavour of the 

| womb to expel its contents, 


From the vaſcular contexture and peculi- 
ar fabric of the Uzerus, its cavity, which in 
the unimpregnated ſtate, was little more ca- 
pacious than that of a large filbert, at laſt 
becomes ſufficient to contain a Child weigh- 

ing ſeven or eight pounds; and what is ſtill 
more extraordinary, it does not, like a maſs 
of wax or other ductile ſubſtance, become 
thinner in proportion as it is extended, but 
uniformly preſerves 7ts natural thickneſs 
from conception to the lime of birth ; had it 
been otherwiſe, Nature would have run 
counter to her own deſigns, and inſtead of 
bringing the Foetus to maturity, the womb 
muſt have burſt, and the purpoſes of con- 

ception would thereby have been defeated. 
83 After 


( as 1] 
Aﬀter the Child is born, the er 
of blood changes, and leſs being wanted at 
the Uzerus, a certain quantity of che, which 
before had nouriſhed the Fætus in utero, is 
now ſent to the breaſts, to ſupply the new- 
born Infant with that balmy fluid called 
Milt. Hence it may be obſerved, how ad- 
mirably this organ is adapted to anſwer the 
important purpoſes of generation ; namely, 
to allow of vaſt extenſion without burſting ; 
ſecondly, to contract with amazing force in 
labor, for the excluſion of the Child; and 
laſtly, by means of the ſame power, gradu- 
ally to return to its former ſtate. 


Immediately after the Infant's birth, its 
lungs which had remained inactive during 
nine months” geſtation, are blown up with 
air, and it is ſcarcely to be imagined, that 
the cauſe of what ſo naturally then happens 
to every living animal, ſhould in itſelf be ſo 
obſcure, that the ableſt Phyſiologiſts have 
attempted to account for it in vain ; ſo that 
it ſtill remains a queſtion, in what manner 
the act of Ręſpiration commences in ani- 
mals newly brought forth. | 

: Borelli 
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Borelli and Boerhaave aſcribe the begin- 
ning of reſpiration to an increaſed motion of 
the Infants muſcles in the time of labor, and 
among the reſt, thoſe of the intercoi'als and 


diaphragm, which are the principal inſtru- 


ments of breathing. But that incomparable 
Philoſopher Boyle, as well as Veſalrus, has 
experimentally ſhewn, that puppies cut out 
of the womb begin to breathe, when expo- 
ſed to air, in the ſame manner as if they had 

been naturally brought forth. Beſides, we 
ſhall ſhew in the following LECTURESs, that 
the Fœtus does not uſually ſtruggle as gene- 


rally thought, but is a mere paſſive body, 


which advances in the birth as it is acted up- 
on by the vital impulſe of the womb, and 
in itſelf utterly deſtitute of all power to faci- 
litate its own exit. 


P:tcairn ſuppoſes, that air, by its gravity, 
ruſhes into the Infant's lungs as into a vacu- 
um; but if this was true, it would alſo find 
entrance into the lungs of a ſtill-born Child; 
and that machine which we call a pair of bel- 
lows, would be blown up by the fame at- 

| moſpherical 
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moſpherical preſſure, which we know is not 


the caſe. 


Baron Halier ſuppoſes, that Reſpiration 
commences from the Child's endeavour to 
cry, in conſequence of the pain it ſuffers du- 


ring Labor; but this is by no means an ad- 


equate reaſon, and very unlike what has 
uſually been advanced by that learned and 
ingenious author; for, notwithſtanding all 
living animals naturally begin to breathe as 
ſoon as brought forth, they do not all make 
a noiſe ſimilar to that of crying in the human 


ſpecies; and farther, the act of crying being 


ſubſequent to breathing, the firſt is mani- 


feſtly the effect and not the cauſe of the laſt; 
for it would be palpably abſurd to ſay, that 
a Child could either cry, or endeavour ſo to 
do, without the previous act of Reſpiration. 


| Thatincomparable Phyſiologiſt Dr. Whyrr, 


will not allow, that Reſpiration ariſes from 


cauſes merely mechanical, and therefore re- 
curs to a /entient Principle, which puts cer- 
tain muſcles in motion at particular periods; 
hence the Infant is born with a natural pro- 

| penſity 


1 
penſity or appetite for breathing, ſimilar to 
its want of meat or drink. He ſuppoſes, 
that in conſequence of its ſtruggles in the 
birth, a larger quantity of blood will be 
ſent to the lungs, which ſtimulates them 
into a reſpiratory motion ; but this, like 
every other reaſon hitherto advanced, is in- 
ſufficient to ſolve the queſtion at firſt propo- 
ſed; ſince it may eaſily be proved, that the 
cauſe of breathing, whatever it may be, is 
not originally impreſſed on the lungs them- 
ſehves, but on the organs of Reſpiration. 
The air by its gravity cannot preſs into a 
pair of bellows, till their fides are pulled 


aſunder, neither can the lungs of a new- 


born Infant be inflated and begin to play, 

till they are freed from all preſſure by the 
action of the intercoſtal muſcles, and dia- 
phragm, which raiſes the ſternum and en- 
larges the cavity of the Thorax. 


To proceed ; when we come to examine 
parts peculiar to the Fatus, there, the imme- 
diate finger and iat of the Creator diſcovers 
itſelf in a more wonderful and conſpicuous 

manner; for, the cana/rs arterigſus and fo- 
N ramen 
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ramen ovale are manifeſtly deſigned as diver- 
zicula or devious paſſages to carry off blood 
from the heart, and hinder it from ruſhing 
upon the impervious veſlels of the lungs, 
which being yet uninflated, and therefore 
compreſſed, could not allow of its courſe 
that way; and had it not been for this cu- 


rious and cunning device of Nature, ſince 


the whole maſs could not poſſibly circulate 


through the pulmonary artery, as in the 


adult, it would neceſſarily have regurgitated 
on the heart and produced a mortal ſujfoca- 
ſion. 


Whenthe Child has inſpired air, thoſe de- 
dio, paſſages being uſeleſs, are ſhut up and 
obliterated, except in amphibious animals, 
where it is neceſſary they ſhould ſtill remain 
open ; for, whilſt they dive under water, 
when their lungs muſt ceaſe to play, the 
blood could not otherwiſe then paſs through 


them; ſo that ſuch creatures, though de- 


prived of air, ſtill ſuſtain life, and in the 
fame manner as they did in utero. This 
probably may be the reaſon, why young 
animals ſurvive longer in the exhauſted re- 

ceiver 
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1 
ceiver of the Air- Pump, than old ones of the 
ſame ſpecies; and alſo why drowned per- 
ſons, and thoſe executed, have ſometimes 
been ſurprizingly reſtored to life. Hence 
alſo the whimſical attempt to render puppies 
or other young animals amphibious, by al- 
ternately putting their heads under water 


and into the common air; for, in the firſt 
caſe, it is preſumed the canalrs arterigſus 


remains open to the circulating blood; and 
in the laſt, that its whole maſs will flow 
through the lungs. 


The great Dr. Harvey, in a Latin epiſtle 
to Riolanus, propoſed the two following 


queſtions : : 


% Cur fetus in utero, non reſpirans aerem 
uſqgue ad menſem decimum, ob defeftum "UP 
rationis non ſuffocatur ? 


« Dare in utero exiftens, vel adbuc intra 


ſecundinas, nondum exitum adeptus, vitam 
fine reſpiratione retinere poterit, quam pri- 


mum vero aeri ſemel expoſitus, 22 reſbira- 
verit, vitam retinere non poſſit 2"? 


Both 
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Both the above queſtions will be anſwer- 


ed when we come to the LEcTuRE on the 


Fetus ; it is here only neceſſary to remark, 


that as animals zu utero do not exerciſe he 


faculty of breathing; Reſpiration, under cer- 


tain circumſtances, is not eſſential to life. 


But might we truſt our reaſon, or attend to 
our own feelings, it would be as difficult to 


_ conceive that any animal could live without 


Reſpiration, as without Circulation itſelf; 
which ſhews that the great and wiſe Author 
of nature can caſily find expedients to ac- 
compliſh his deſigns, when human inven- 
tion 1s utterly at a loſs, and put to confu- 
7" | 


Several of the preceding phænomena may 
be rationally accounted for, as we ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew in the /ub/eguent Lectures; 


whilit others are involved in obſcurity and 


too remote for human comprehenſion. It 
would be difficult, for inſtance, to know, 
how the ſtrong, elaſtic, uterine fibres, are 
overcome by the gradual influx of juices in- 
to the tender ſtamina of the Embryo, after 


conception; and how the ſame cauſe exerts 


it{elf, 


[ 29 ] 
itſelf, in the laſt months of pregnancy, with 
ſuch amazing power, as not only to be ſu- 
perior to the wombs reſiſtance, but likewiſe 
the additional preſſure of the abdominal pa- 
reetes in which it is contained. 


Here it might be aſced, what determines 
the growth of animals and puts a ne plus ul. 
tra to their farther enlargement, or, why 
they do not continue to grow during life ? 
Why are ſome Plants and Animals only the 
ſhort-lived beings of a day, whilſt others 
ſubſiſt more than an hundred years? * And 
why are the ſenſations in ſome animals ſo 
exquiſitely acute as almoſt to occaſion pain, 
but in others ſo dull and torpid as ſcarcely to 
produce feeling equal to that of the incon- 
ſcious /enſtive plant 


The utility and extent of Midwifery may 
ſtill be farther ſhewn, by applying it to the 
knowledge 


* The Creeping Ceres bloſſoms at night, and dies in the 
morning, and the Ephemeris Flv. although two or three years 
in hatching under water, when brought forth, ſcarcely ſurvives a 
fengle day. The Foreſt Oak ts /aid to grow one lunared Years, 
and the Stag is ſuppoſed to be an animal of extravratnary lon- 
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knowledge of particular Diſeaſes. If the 
Pathology of thoſe maladies derived from the 


parent are ever to be more perfectly under- 


ſtood, it might be expected from the aſſiſt- 
ance of this art. Thoſe things premiſed, it 
may be proper to enquire, whether long 


protracted chronic Diſeaſes do not at laſt be- 


come hereditary ; and alſo, whether the 
placentary veſſels are adapted, by their 
peculiar ſtructure, to abſorb the mat- 
ter or efficient cauſe of one diſeaſe, and 


to exclude that of another ; as may be ob- | 
ſerved, by analogy, in the nutrition of plants, 


which, by an inherent, or e/ef:ve power, 


imbibe juices of very different qualities 
from the ſame ſoil ; and what is ſtill more 
remarkable, the Flower, Fruit and Bark of 
the ſame ſhrub, all vary in ſmell, and taſte, 
according as they are influenced by the veſ- 


{els and trainers of thoſe particular parts. 


In thoſe diſeaſes manifeſtly hereditary, 
VIZ. Scrophula, Gout, and Lues Venerea; 
might not the materies morbi be ſubdued 
and totally extinguiſhed in the human En- 
bryo, by enjoining the mother a medicated 
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RNegimen during the time of pregnancy? 


From ſome late obſervations, I have reaſon 
to believe it may be effected; and this cir- 
cumſtance deſerves the greater attention, as 
the morbid matter in a more advanced age, 
might be ſo intimately mixed and diſſemina- 


ted through the ſyſtem, as never to be total- 


ly exterminated ; though at particular pe- 
riods of life, it may either lie dormant or 


appear with leſs violence. 


« The young diſeaſe 1h 't muſt ſubdue at 
length, | 

« Grows with our growth, and ffrengthens 
wth our ſtrength.” 

| PoPE. 


Such therefore 1s the miſerable ſtate of 
man, that he not only inherits ſome Diſeaſes 


before he ſees the light, or enjoys the privi- 


lege of breathing ; but is afterwards ſubject 
to many more, which alternately afflict him 
from the cradle to the grave ! 


The application of variolous matter to 


pregnant women, who have had the /anall. 


Pox, 


23 £5 
: 5 


2 8 O 
. o < e 7 
TIES tn ANCE d «w%£ 22 "I 
U 2 2 f bens, "Aing 
3 „ „ 
- bs r aft 


8 


1 2376 —————79ç＋ꝙ%—＋ð 2 2 OS — 


1 
Po, would determine whether the virus 
was of ſuch a nature as to be abſorbed by 
the veſſels of the Fœtus; and if ſo, whe- 
ther. this precaution would not afterwards 
effectually ſecure the Infant from that de- 
ſtructive Diſeaſe. Should ſuch a method be 
adopted, it would be molt proper in the laſt 
months of geſtation, where the veſtiges of 
the diſeaſe might be ſeen on the ſkin of the 
new-born Infant ; or ſhould no ſuch marks 
appear, the event of the experiment might 


be certainly known, by inoculating the Child 


and attending to the ſubſequent effects. A 
caſe mentioned in the Philoſophical 'Tranf- 
actions, where the variolous matter applied 
to a Child which had previouſly received the 
infection in utero, was not ſufficient to re- 
produce the Diſeaſe, ſuggeſted to me the pro- 
priety of this practice; as well as a ſhort 
but ingenious eſſay on the ſubject by a Gen- 


tleman of Glaſgow, which accidentally fell 


into my hands. Hence alſo it might be ne- 


ceſſary to enquire, whether thoſe adults who 
are ſaid totally to eſcape the ſmall Pox, have 


not been thus previouſly infected with it in 
the time of uterine geſtation. 
It 
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It does not appear that this experi- 
ment would be attended with danger; for 
the mother's habit would not be affected 
by it ; and it has repeatedly been obſerved, 

that Infants eſcape the danger of this diſeaſe 
in proportion to their tender age; which pro- 
bably might have introduced the practice of 
inoculating them at the breaſt, when only 
three weeks or a month old: However, I 
defire it may be remembered, that this hint 
is rather propoſed for the inveſtigation of the 
curious, than as a circumſtance as yet ſuffi- 


ciently ſupported by practical facts. 


Strange things have been imputed to the 
Mother's Imagination in marking or mu- 
tilating her Child in the womb. This 
extraordinary opinion is ancient as the 
book of Geneſis, and has even been 
transferred from the human ſpecies to the 
brute creation; for, we are told in the thir- 
tieth chapter, e ſtreaked rods were placed 
before the breeding cattle, to make the 
young ones ſpeckled.” However unphilo- 
ſophical and abſurd ſuch ideas may appear, 


they have been adopted by many, even in 


D the 
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the preſent enlightened age, who too readily 
take things for granted on tradition and 


hearſay, inſtead of truſting to the teſtimony of 


their own ſenfes. Thus vulgar Errors, like 
the diſtempered offspring of which we are 


ſpeaking, have been propagated and deliver- 


ed down from one generation to another, 


The ignorant and ſuperſtitious, in particular, 


refuſe to be convinced, and are offended 
with ſuch as diſturb their extravagant be- 
lief, but are wonderfully entertained by thoſe 
who feed their ſickly fancies, with ſtrange 
examples of marks, Monſterc, and mutila- 
ted forms, to whom they liſten with as 
much avidity, as Shakeſpeare's blackſmith 
« with open mouth ſwallowing a tatlor's 
news.“ 


It is much to be regretted, that the gene- 
rality of women are thus inclined to an opi- 


nion ſo unfavorable for themſelves; which 


not only tends to diſturb their repoſe and fill 
their minds with horror and dreadful appre- 
henſion, but is alſo contrary to experience, 
ſound reaſon, and the ſtate of the animal 


Cconomy. To ſuppoſe that Nature, in the 


production 
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TH 
production of the Fœtus, ſhould thus tranſ- 


greſs her own laws, and be put out of her 


due and regular courſe by trifling accidental 
cauſes, is not only cruelty and diſaffection to 
themſelves, but an affront to the wiſdom and 


goodneſs of the Creator. 


A woman's mind, from the delicacy of 
her frame, and prevalence of her paſſions, is 
liable to ſo many exceſſes and inordinate mo- 


tions, that had ſuch cauſes been productive 


of marks or monſters, they would cettainly 
have been much more frequent. Beſides, it 


_ ought to be remarked, that conception does 


not depend upon the will of the mother, but 
reſults from the nature and diſpoſition of the 
ſeveral animal functions, and therefore hap= 
pens whether her imagination be for or 
againſt it: Surely then it would be extreme- 
ly irrational to ſuppeſe its influence over the 
Foetus greater than that which prevailed 
der her own body. 


By the moſt accurate examination of 
parts connecting the Child to the womb, 


there does not appear any continuation of 
B veſſels 


18 

veſſels between one and the other; for tlie 
umbilical vein and arteries proceeding from 
the firſt, terminate at the exterior ſurface of 
the placenta; and thoſe veſſels which are 
derived from the uterus, without any com- 
munication with the former, enter the cel- 
lular ſubſtance of the ſame placentary mals, 
but proceed no farther. 


No anatomiſt has ever yet been able to de- 
monſtrate the exiſtence of nerves in the m- 
bilical cord, which is the medium of all in- 
tercourie hetween the Mother and Child. 
How then can the imagination of the firſt 
operate or extend its influence to the laſt, 
without the mediation of nerves, which are 
the organs of all ſenſation? With as much 
reaiv;1 ;t might be ſuppoſed, an impreſſion 
made on the mother would be transferred to 
the infant ſucking at her breaſt. It has in- 
deed been aſſerted with reaſon, that ſeveral 
parts are endowed with ſenſibility, where no 
veſtige of nerves 1s to be ſeen ; but granting 
that the funis was nervous; the placentary 
veſſels continued from it, are not ſuppoſed 
at firſt to adhere to the uterus, when the 

tender 
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tender ſtamina of the Embryo would be moſt 
ſuſceptible of violence or change; and even 
when an attachment commences, that is 
only effected by a ſuperficial contiguity of 
parts, and not by any continuation of veſſels 

| from one to the other, as already obſerved. 
5 In a word, the umbilical cord, is plainly in- 
| tended for the purpoſes of circulation, not 
© - ſenſation ; and as it ſprings from the Fœtus, 
is deſtitute of nerves, leſt the Infant ſhould 
1 have ſuffered pain when that part was divi- 
| ded after its birth, 


Thus may anatomical knowledge clearly 
convince us, that the Foetus in utero has a 
body perfectly diſtinct from that of its mo- 
ther, and is not affected by her ſenſations, 
which are entirely confined to her own ſyſ- 
b tem, Many inſtances might be brought to 
| prove the one ſleeps whiiſt the other is 
awake, the one is affected with pain when 
| the other is at perfect caſe; and that each 

has a circulation of blood peculiar to itſelf. 
The imagination of the mother can there- 
fore have no power to alter the ſtamina of 
the Fœtus, or change the mode of its exiſt- 
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ence, either by giving it ſupernumerary 


parts, or aking away thoſe already formed. 


This reaſoning is ſtill farther confirmed by 


the following circumſtances; firſt, becauſe 
Infants have often been marked where there 


was no preceding diſturbance in the mother's 
imagination; and ſecondly, becauſe her ima- 
gination has often been violently affected 


where the Child was free from any ſuch 
marks or deformities. 5 


Hiſtory informs us, that Riggio, ſecretary 
to Mary Queen of Scots, was ſtabbed in her 
preſence whilſt ſhe was pregnant, but not- 
withſtanding the horror from thence impreſ- 
ſed upon her mind, ſhe was delivered of a 


Child, afterwards James the firſt, who had 


not the leaſt appearance of blood- colored 
marks or ſtigmata. 


But ſeeing that marks and monſters do 


ſometimes happen, how are they to be ac- 


counted for, or from what cauſes do they 
ariſe? Perhaps from ſome accidental vio- 


lence diſturbing the tender Embryo, as yet 


in a gelatinous ſtate; or from a diſeaſed 
ſtamina, 


[3 
ſtamina, where its very rudiments are mon= 
ſtrous and deformed. Sudden frights are 
obſerved to occaſion abortion, by what Hof 
man calls Convuljio Utert ; and it is probable 


that the ſame preternatural preſſure, by pro- 


ducing conſtriction of the uterus, may for- 
cibly act on the Embryo, and by obſtruct- 
ing the juices in its extremities, occaſion 
thoſe parts to wither and drop off for want 
of circulation. 


We are ſeriouſly told, marks reſembling 
red currants, cherries, &c. become more 
red and vivid when thoſe fruits are ripe ; to 


which, if any reply is neceſſary, it might 


be anſwered, that the paleneſs or florid co- 
lor of the {kin depends on the quantity of 


blood paſſing through the veſſels on its ſur- 


face; conſequently thoſe marks will always 


be moſt apparent, in warm weather, when 
ſuch fruits are in ſeaſon. But if Imagina- 


tion had power to produce colors, as ſome 
would weakly ſuggeſt; why ſhould not 
children be marked with green Gooſeberries, 


as well as red Currants, ſince it may be pre- 
* ſumed 
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ſumed the Mother will as often have long. 
ings for one as the other ? 


Before we difmiſs this ſubject, it may be 
. neceſſary to remark, that monſtrous Fœ- 
tuſes are alſo common in brute animals; al- 
though our pride will not allow them the ex- 
erciſe of thoſe faculties which are ſuppoſed 
the ſole cauſe of ſuch deformities in the hu- 
man ſpecies, In ſhort, a /uſus naturae, or 
preternatural conformation of parts, is fre- 
quently known to prevail in Plants as well 
as Animals, which ſhews, that ſuch uncom= 
mon appearances in the laſt ariſe from mere 
corporeal agency, or the perverted laws of 
motion, and have nothing to do with imagi- 
nation or operation of the mind; a pre- 


ſumption, that, in the firſt, the cauſe is pre- 
ciſely the ſame. 


As by Chemiſtry the texture of natural 

bodies 1s unfolded, and their ſeveral qualities 

diſcloſed ; ſo the elements of human bo- 

dies, and Diſeaſes to which they are ſubject, 

are illuſtrated and explained by the Science 

of Midwifery ; for it brings us to an inti- 
| mate 
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mate acquaintance with the ſtate and condi- 
tion of Man, even from the þ;/# ſlamp of his 
Exiſtence, 


Here it may not be improper to ſubjoin 
the following queries, which relate to the 
Obſtetric Science, and therefore hereafter 
will be duly conſidered, 


An locus certus conceptui proprius affignari 
queat g 


An, ab origine monſtra ſunt, vel caufis 
accidentalibus fic fiunt ; & quenam ſunt eo 
rum cauſe e 


An, et qua ratione ſeminis poteſtas paren- 
tum, affeftiones ingenitas mores, robur, for- 


me fumilitudinam, ſtaturam reliquos charac= 
teres una traducat © 


Duaenam eft cauſa ſexuum differentiae © 


An Foetus omnia wiſcera, vaſa, artus 


ſimul habeat ; an vero plane mutet formam, 


primo 


14 
primo prſerculo, deinde amphibio, poſtea re- 
ſhiranti proximam © 
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 Quibus experiments precipue indagari va- 
feant foecunditas et fterilitas mutierunt 2 


An ſuper foetatio pateſt © 
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An alatur foetus per os, per umbilicum, an 
per utrumgue ? 
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Nuid de legitimo tempore partus pumant 4 
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In this Abſtract of my Introductory Lec» 

TRE, it would be impoſſible to give a parti- 
cular detail of the various Authors who have 
written on the Science of Midwifery; thoſe 
of the Ancients afford but little inſtruction, 
and thoſe of real merit among the Moderns i 
are ſufficiently known. Beſides, due at- 
tention to ſuch, I ſhall hereafter, in the 
courſe of my LE TURES, remark the various 
improvements which have been made, from 
time to time, by the moſt eminent Profeſ- 


ors 
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fors in Europe; and in the mean time take 
a curſory View of the Progreſs of this Art. 


In the firſt ages, Women in Labor were 
attended by their own ſex, who gave their 
aſſiſtance without method, being rather di- 
rected by neceſſity than ſkill or choice; 
hence, the progreſs and improvement of this 
Art muſt have been extremely ſlow. In dif- 
ficult caſes, compaſſion naturally inclined 
them to enquire into the cauſe of ſuch diffi- 
culties, by touching the patient in the time 
of her Lahor-Parns; and in this manner they 
began to improve their ſlender knowledge, 
and made ſome obſervations that were of 
ſervice in their future practice. For ex- 
ample, they could not help remarking, that 
in moſt caſes where the Infant's head pre- 
ſented, the Patient was ſpeedily delivered by 
the ſimple effects of her pains ; therefore 


they concluded this was natural. 


On the contrary, when the arm, or any 
other part preſented, the pains being in- 
ſufficient to effect the Birth; and they 
ignorant of the proper methods of aſſiſting, 

| the 


144 ] 
the Mother generally died undelivered ; | 
conſequently, they had great reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that all ſuch Caſes were dangorous and 
preternatural. Hence ſprung the diviſion of 
Labore, which they diſtinguiſhed into 22 
tural and preternatural. 


Midwifery at this time being chiefly ex- 
erciſed by Women, frequently fell into 
abuſe. To remedy this evil, we are told, a 
Law was made at Athens, excluding them | 
from practice, and appointing Men only, to 
take upon them the province of delivering 3 
Women, and directing Medicines for the 
ſeveral Diſeaſes to which they were ſubject; 
but ſuch was the effect of cuſtom, that the 
legiſlative power was inceſſantly importuned, 
and at laſt prevailed upon to revoke this 
Edict, and reſtore Women to their for- 
mer privilege of practiſing this Art; among 
whom Cleopatra and Aſpaſia, by their prac- 
tice and writings, were moſt diſtinguiſhed 
and made known to Poſterity. 
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There does not appear ſufficient reafon for 


ſetting Female Practitioners aſide, provided 
they 
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they are properly inſtructed, and not only _ 


able to diſtinguiſh when there is danger, but 


conſcientiouſly endeavour to avoid it, by 
ſending for farther aſſiſtance in due time, 
which indeed, too frequently is neglected. 
This 1s ſo far from diſparagement to them, 
that it makes a neceſſary part of their Duty, 


for which they ought to be commended ; 


and therefore, when Men of the Profeſſion 
are called in, they ought not to brow-beat 
and ſuggeſt hints to their diſadvantage, but 
treat them with becoming civility, and, if 
poſſible, protect them from blame; as an 
injury to their Reputation might affect the 
intereſt of a family which they are induſtri- 
ous to maintain. 


The Progreſs and Improvement of Mid- 
wifery may be dated from the time of Hip- 
pocrates, who practiſed in Greece four hun- 
dred and ſixty years before the death of 
Chriſt. He wrote ſeveral Books profeſſedly 
on Diſeaſes of Women, under the following 
titles: de Morbis mulierum ; de Superfoeta- 
tione ; de Foetus in utero mortui extrattione; 


de Virginibus et de Sterihibus. 


The 
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The medicines recommended by this Aus 
thor are odd and indelicate, and his Theory 
extremely erroneous. In the hyſteric Paſ- 


ſion, he aſſerts that the Womb changes its 
place, and riſes to the Stomach and Heart; 
ſo that one would be apt to conclude, he 


had never ſeen its ſituation in the diſſection 
of a Human Body ; otherwile, he could not 
have omitted to remark its connection to the 
ſurrounding parts. His Doctrine of Con- 
ception was adopted by Authors of the firſt 
rank, and adhered to, even till the Sixteenth 
Century ; but his method of practice de- 


ſerves no attention, for it appears by a ſur- 


vey of his works, as well as thoſe of the An- 


cients in general, how imperfectly the Obſte- 


tric Art was known ; ſo that if we compare 


Hippocrates diſcourſing on this Subject, 
with the ſame Hippocrates ſpeaking of Diſ- 
eaſes, pointing out their diſtinctions, and 


prognoſticating their various events, i fuit 
unquam tam diſpar fibi. In the firſt, he is 


a ſtranger to the ſtructure and functions of 
the parts appropriated to Generation and Par- 
turition, but in the laſt, is wonderfully a- 
gacious, accurate and juſt; and therefore, as 

A 


1 
7 
1 
2 
$3 


L 49 1 
a nice obſerver of Nature, and faithful re- 
corder of her operations, he has ſtood the 
teſt of all ages, and juſtly continues admired 
and eſteemed to the preſent time. 


Ariſtotle alſo wrote on the ſubject of 
Midwifery, particularly on the Generation 
of Animals ; and though his rules for prac- 


tice are few and ſcarcely to be regarded, yet 


in his Seventh Book on this Subject are to be 
found ſeveral obſervations worthy of re- 
mark, under the following heads : Of the 
ſigns of Puberty in men and women ; of the 
Menſes; the ſigns of Conception, and ſymp- 
toms which happen from thence to the time 
of Labor: Alſo the /tuation of the Foetus 
zn Utero, the Child's Birth, and of the Pla- 
centa and Funis. He obſerves that the 
Conſtitution, both of the Male and Female, 
undergoes a conſiderable change at the time 
of Pubetty ; and that Women who have nof 
the periodical Flux are generally barren, al- 


though ſome have been known to Conceive, 


who never had the Diſcharge at all. He 
afſerts, that they ſuffer more than Quadru- 
peds in time of Parturition ; that the Foetus 

is 
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is nouriſhed by the Funis, and naturally 
preſents with the Head; that the period of 
geſtation is various in the Human ſpecies, 
but that animals bring forth at a ſtated 
time, and with their bones perfectly formed. 
But the moſt extraordinary of all his poſi- 
tions 1s, that blind and lame Children, are 
generated of blind and lame parents ; from 
which it is plain he had adopted the Doctrine 
of Hippocrates, who aſſerts, that the Se- 
men 1s a combination of organical particles, 
derived from the ſeveral parts of the Body, 
and that, being aſſociated, they form a Ge- 
niturà or rudiments of the Embryo, 


Cornelius Celſus is the next Author of 


note, but what he lays down is chiefly bor- 


rowed from the Greek Phyſicians, particu- 
larly Hrppocrates, ſo that he is rather con- 
ſulted as the ſtandard of elegance and true 
purity of ſtyle, than for any thing remark- 
ably inſtructive on this ſubject. 


Galen of Pergamus, a celebrated Greek 


Phyſician, was born A. D. 132, and lived 


in the reign of Adrian, about ſix hundred 
| years 
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Fears after the time of Hippocrates. He 
appears to have been a man of great Learn- 
ing, and a ſubtle diſcerning genus, but 
aſſuming and vain-glorious, arrogating 
to himſelf the higheſt honors, and at the 
ſame time attempting to depreciate and leſ- 
ſen the authority of other Phyſicians. He 
wrote ſeveral books on the ſubject of Mid- 
wifery namely, one de Semme; de Formati= 
one Foetus, et de Uteri diſſectione, wherein he 
lays claim to the diſcovery of thoſe Tubes 
which were afterwards ſaid to be found out 
by Fallopius. 


This was the ſtate of Os/terric Knowledge 
among the Greeks and Romans, but when 
the weſtern empire was invaded and rava- 
ged by Goths and Vandals, a barbarous 
people, and enemies to the polite Arts; the 
ſeveral ſciences, for want of patronage, be- 
gan to languiſh, and at laſt were neglected 
and forgot. The fate of learning in the 
Eaſt was much the ſame ſoon after, for the 
Saracens ſubdued Egypt, and deſtroyed the 
famous Library at Alexandria, the books 
being diſperſed by the Calif's order, and 

: E. burnt 


[3 
burnt at the ſeveral Bagnios. But in pro- 
portion as learning declined among the 


Greeks, it began to flouriſh among the Ara- 


bians, who extended their Empire over 
Aſia, Africa and Europe, under the Calif 
Almamon Abdalla, who reigned A. D. 813, 
and cauſed the Greek Authors to be tranſla- 


ted into the Syriac and Arabic tongue; for 


ſeveral of them were fortunately preſerved, 


although the public Library was deſtroyed. 


From this period, the Europeans, by their 


commerce with the Saracens, became ac- 
quainted with the Sciences; hence, the art 
of Phyſic was cultivated, and at laſt gave riſe 
to two of the moſt ancient Colleges of Me- 
dicine in Europe; namely, thoſe of Saler- 
mo and Montpelier, where the Doctrines of 
the Arabian Phyſicians were principally 
taught till the taking of Conſtantinople by 
the Turks, in the year 145 33 for at this 
time the ſeveral learned men fled from 
thence, and took refuge in different parts of 
Europe, particularly in Lay and France, 
where they carried the Sciences ; and as 
learning revived, men of genius now began 
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1 
to ſtudy Hippocrates and other Greek Phy- 
ſicians; and the works of Avicenna and 
Rhaſes, whoſe Authorities had long prevail- 
ed, were now juſtly rejected. Thus was 
the Grecian Art of Medicine reſtored, and, 
by degrees, a ſolid ſyſtem of Phyſic eſta- 


bliſhed, by which the cauſes and cure of 


Diſeaſes were more rationally conſidered, 
and accurately diſtinguiſhed. 


Ts the time of Pare@us, the great promo- 
ter of Ob/tetric Knowledge, the general prac- 
tice of the Ancients was as follows : If the 
Infant did not preſent naturally, they ſhook 
the Woman and altered her poſition, a me- 
thod ſo irrational, that it could anſwer no 
purpoſe, but that of tormenting her in vain. 
The Operator alſo attempted to bring the 
head to a right preſentation ; if this failed, 


he then endeavoured to deliver by the feet ; 


but if none of theſe methods ſucceeded, it 
was treated as a dead Child—diſmembered 
and extracted piece-meal with Crotchets. 


In the year 1575, Pareus, a French 


Author, entirely rejecting thoſe irrational 
. "Wi proceedings 


4: 8-0 
proceedings of the Ancients, in all preter- 
natural Labours, expreſsly directs the Child 


to be turned and delivered by the Feet ; 


which was a capital endeavour towards the 
advancement of the Art; for by this judi- 
cious method many Women were ſaved, 
who otherwiſe muſt have died undelivered. 


From this time the improvements in 
Midwifery were many and great, both by 
manual operation and the invention of new 
Inſtruments. Guri/lemeau, who was a ſcho- 


lar of Pars, alſo wrote on the ſame ſubject, 
and improves much on the Rules laid down 


by his Predeceſſor. 


From the time of Guillemeau, till that of 
Mauriceau (being upwards of half a Cen- 
tury) ſeveral uſeful Tracts appeared. — 
Severinus publiſhed a book on Pregnancy 
and Delivery ; and in the year 1628, G. 
Nymmanus printed his Diſſertation de vita 
Foetus in utero, wherein he proves that the 
Child may ſurvive a conſiderable time after 
the Mother's death, and therefore admo- 
niſhes Magiſtrates, and thoſe who have the 


direction 
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1 
direction of public affairs, to permit the 
opening of ſuch Women as die undelivered, 
in order to preſerve the Infant. 


The works of Sennertus, a celebrated Pro- 
feſſor of Phyſic at Wittemberg, were pub- 
liſhed in the year 1640; in which is to be 
found a valuable practical Treatiſe on the 
Diſeaſes of Women and Children. 


A. D. 1668, Mauriceau, after much ex- 
perience at the Hotel Dieu, publiſhed a book 
on Midwifery, which came nearer to a com- 
plete Syſtem, in what regards Practice, than 
any thing which went before it ; but his 
Doctrine of Conception 1s falſe and erroneous, 


and his Theory vague and irrational, though 


his practical Aphoriſms are judicious and 
excellently deduced. 


Various now were the Authors on Mid- 
wifery ; for, Dionis, Peu, and Portal pub- 
liſhed their ſeveral works, and not long af- 
ter, Savard, who practiſed at the Hotel 
Dieu, alſo publiſhed ſeveral obſervations on 
Female Diſeaſes. Daventer, a Dutch Phy- 

| E 3 ſician, 


E 
ſician, printed his book on the Art of Mid- 
wifery, in the ycar 1701, and became emi- 
nent by remarking, that the moſt common 
cauſe of difficult Labours ariſes from an 00 
lique fituation of ihe Uterus; the fallacy of 


which opin.on will be ſhewn in the ſubſe- 


quent LECTURES. 


From this time ſeveral detached pieces 
were publiſhed, though nothing very conſi- 
derable, till Lamotte's book appeared, in 
wich are to be found many judicious Ob- 
ſervations, candidly and circumſtantially laid 
down, and therefore worthy of remark ; but 
this Author, though a Modern, probably 
knew not the uſe of the Forceps, for in labo- 
rious Caſes, where the difficulty 1s great, 
he directs the Child to be turned and brought 
by the Feet. 


About the year 1721, many curious and 
uncommon Caſes were publithed by the ce- 
lebrated Ryy/ch, and alſo his Tract de Mu/- 
culo in fundo uteri obſervato. Soon after, 
LVaterus printed his difſertatio pathologica de 
wterogravido ; and Puzos, in the Memoirs 


of 


L 86 ] 

of the Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris, 
attempts to ſhew a more ſafe and gentle 

method of proceeding in uterine Hæmor- 
rhages than had before been practiſed on 


ſuch occaſions. 


In the year 1743, Noortwyh, a Dutch 
Phyſician, publiſhed at Leiden his Anato- 
mical Hiſtory of the gravid Uterus ; and 
| Levret, a celebrated Profeſſor of Midwifery 
at Paris, alſo publiſhed three Volumes on 


that Subject. 


Rodererus, Profeſſor of Midwifery in the 
Univerſity of Gottingen, in the year 1759 
printed the Second Edition of his Elementa 
Artis Obſtetricarie, in which the practice 
of Midwitery is conciſely laid down; but 
as a public Teacher, whoſe Doctrine might 
have conſiderable influence on thoſe who at- 
tended his LECTURES ; it is much to be re- 
gretted, that he ſhews an uncommon pro- 
penſity to the uſe of the Crotchet, an inſtru- 
ment of the deſtructive kind. He alſo pub- 
liſhed his Anatomical Tables of the gravid 

Uterus, 
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Uterus, where ſome of the parts are fineſy 
delineated. 8 


About the ſame time H. Crants, Profeſ- 
for of Midwifery at Vienna, in his Diſſerta- 


tro de re Inſtlrumentaria, gives a full hiſtori- 


cal account of the different Inſtruments uſed 
in Midwifery. He aſſerts, that the uſe of 


the Crochet is never required, although they 
have been ſo frequently applied ; he thinks 


it ought to be deemed Homicide, where the 


Head of a living Child is opened, even tho 


the life of the Mother ſhould be in danger; 
and therefore cenſures Rodererus, with un- 
common ſeverity, for inculcating this bar- 


barous Practice. 


Moubray, Chapman and Ould; Giffard, 
Smellie, and Burton; Pugh, Fohnſtone, Ha- 
milton and Of/corn, ure the laſt Engliſh wri- 
ters on the ſubject of Midwifery. 


It here ſeems proper, briefly to conſider 


the v/e and abuſe of Inſtruments, which the 
pail:on for novelty has multiplied to an ex- 
travagant number. Some of them, indeed, 

particularly 
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1 
particularly the Forceps, have been found 
ſafe and effectual, in preſerving the Mother 
and Child; but wherever Delivery can be 
brought about by the ſimple force of Labor- 
Pains, all Inſtruments are unneceſſary and 
improper; ſince it would be injudicious and 
abſurd to ſubſtitute Art, for the performance 
of that which might be better and more /afe- 
ly accompliſhed by the powers of Nature 
__ 


"Thoſe who are not ſufficiently converſant 


1n Practice, from motives of fear, which al- 


ways magnify danger, and ſuggeſt the worſt, 
are often led to a more precipitate application 
of Inſtruments than is neceſſary or conſiſtent 
with the Patient's ſafety. On the other 
hand, there are ſome who exclaim againſt 
all Inftruments whatever, pretending they 
are dangerous and unneceſſary ; but it ma 


with reaſon be aſked, whether this does 


not ariſe from vanity or artifice in ſuch de- 
claimers, and an endeavour to recommend 


| themſelves to the good opinion oi timorous 
and weak-minded Women, who are alarm- 
ed at the yery name of an Inſtrument, and 
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$93 
had almoſt rather die, than call in the aſſiſt- 
ance of thoſe who are ſaid to make uſe of 
them ? For all ſuch as have candor and {kill 
mult allow, that Inſtruments, particularly 
the Forceps, are ſometimes ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary towards the preſervation of both Mo- 
ther and Child, that he who either wants 


_ dexterity or reſolution to apply them, would 


be defficient in the duties of his office, and 
cannot with propriety be deemed a compe- 


tent Accoucheur. 


I did intend, in this place to have been 


more particular on the 2% and abuſe of In- 
firuments ; but as it is firſt neceſſary to know 


the ſtructure of parts concerned in Par- 
turition, before we can have a juſt idea of 
their application, I muſt deter what is far- 
ther to be {aid on that ſubject, till we come 
to the LecTturREs on Laborious Caſes ; 


where the different Inftruments will be exa- 
mined, by taking a comparative View of 


their ſeveral Advantages and Defetts ; parti- 
cularly the new Forceps with three blades, 


deſcribed in my Introductory LEecTuRE, 


and illuſtrated by two copper-plate prints, 
5 exhibiting 
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„ 
exhibiting the utility of the 2h:rd blade, 
where the loag axis of the Child's Head 
croſſes the ſhort axis of a narrow Pelvrs, 
like two ovals or Ellipſes interſecting each 
other. | 


Whoever profeſſes to teach a Science, 


ought to preſent thoſe intending to ſtudy it, 


with a clear and comprehenſive View of all 
its branches, and the means moſt conducive 
to a perfect knowledge of the whole. Mid- 
wifery, reſpecting its operative part, may be 
term'd an Art; but as it comprehends the 
nature and treatment of Diſeaſes, it may 
more properly be conſidered as a Science, 
divided into Theory and Practice: Theory 


conſiſts in a competent knowledge of Ana- 
tomy and Phyſiology, particularly what re- 


lates to Generation, and the menſtrual Flux; 
ceconomy of the gravid Uterus, the nature 


of Parturition, and Doctrine of D/ 


eaſes incident 19 Women and Children. The 
method of aſſiſting with dexterity in Iabori- 
ous and preternatural Labours, and acting 
with judgment in Caſes of danger or diffi- 
culty, conſtitutes the practical part of this 
os Art, 


„ 

Art. Without a previous and diſtin& 
knowledge of all theſe, no one deſerves the 
name of Accoucheur, for if he ventures to 
give advice, or aſſiſtance not founded on ra- 
tional Theory and the eſtabliſhed Rules of 
his profeſſion ; he will act like a bungling 
Artificer, who vainly attempts to repair a 
complex Machine, without being acquaint- 
ed with the ſeveral wheels and ſprings which 
compote it, or the principles upon which its 
motion depends. 


From regard to the ſafety of Women, and 
the public good, as well as the credit of the 
Profeſſion, it is much to be wiſhed, that 
none were permitted to practiſe Midwitery, 
till they had given ſufficient teſtimony of 
their ſkill, by due Examination before men 
appointed by legal Authority, for that pur- 
' poſe; as uſual in other branches of Phyſic 
and Surgery. We ſhould not then find the 
town and country over-run with zgnorant 
pretenders of both ſexes, who impote on the 
credulous, and ſupply their want of know- 
ledge by arrogance and vain-boaſting, or a 


{laviſh 


4 164. 1 
{laviſh ſubmiſſion to the obſtinacy, or avarice 
of old Women and Nurſes. 


Where humility is joined with ignorance, 
it ſhould rather excite pity than indignation; 
but it may be truly ſaid, that thoſe who are 
moſt deficient, are leaſt able to perceive it; 
and inſtead of making up by diligence and 
application what they want in intellect, they 
are generally, of all others, the moſt ſelf- 
conceited and preſuming. Did the evil reſt 
with ſuch unworthy Members of Society 
only, it might be paſſed over in ſilence; but 
when it affects the immediate ſafety of ſuch 
as unfortunately zntruft them with their lives, 
it cannot be too ſeriouſly repreſented, or too 
openly expoſed ; and it is a moral poſition, 
which here may be reaſonably inſiſted upon, 
that he who has it in his power to ſave life, 
without ſo doing, is indirectly guilty of 
Murder | 


The Patient's life more immediately de- 
pends on the Operator's {kill in this, than 
any other branch of Phyſic or Surgery; 
and therefore it is the indiſpenſable duty 
of every one who engages in it, to render 

| himſelf 


* 
himſelf duly qualified. He ought not t6 
ſuppoſe, that a courſe or two of LECTURES, 
negligently attended, is ſufficient for this 
purpoſe, and that he may then ſet out in 
Practice with reaſonable hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs ; on the contrary, after obtaining a ra- 
tional Theory, he ſhould have frequent op- 
portunities of Practice, without which he 
will never acquire dexterity of hand, or that 
reſolution and firmneſs of mind, fo neceſſa- 
Ty in all Caſes of Danger and Difficulty. 
Inſtead of this, his behaviour will be timor- 
ous and confuſed, and 79 one can reaſonably 
expect to engage the confidence of others, who 
thus apparently diſtruſts himſelf. Such con- 
duct will always ſubject him to cenſure, and 
where another of the Profeſſion is ſent for, 
to perform what he is unable to do himſelf, 
it will degrade his character, and hinder his 
promotion. . 


The force of habit is ſo remarkable in the 
difficult operations of Midwifery, that it 
may be truly ſaid, 77 Practice which makes 
perfect; for the hand gains ſtrength and 
dexterity in proportion to its uſe, and the 
mind 


1 
mind being familiar with danger, becomes 
more circumſpect and deliberate than be- 
fore; whereas, fear enervates the hand, de- 
ſtroys recollection, and puts the thoughts 
into diſorder and confuſion. | 


Every one of this Profeſſion, has a right 
to regulate his conduct by the rules of true 
policy, and to pay due attention to his own 
honorable gain ; but this is not to be done 
by timorous and time-ſerving deportment, 
not by chiming in with the prejudices of the 
People, by being in league with Nurſes, and 
Ladies Women, or paying compliments to 
the wealthy and great at the expence of 
Truth ; not by impoſing on the ignorant 
with pompous and pedantic jargon, or aſto- 
niſhing the vulgar with miraculous and pre- 
tended Cures, but by the principles directly 
oppoſed to all theſe. If ſuch artifices de- 
grade the meaneſt of mankind, ſurely they 
are unworthy of men profeſſing a liberal Sci- 
ence, whom no intereſt ſhould prompt to 
baſe and ignoble proceedings, even could 
they be ſuppoſed to eſcape detection and 


contempt . 
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The privilege of attending a PusL1c Lys 
ING-IN HosPITAL has long been wanting 
in this great Metropolis, to perfect ſtudents 
in the true practical knowledge of Midurferys 
and it affords me much pleaſure, that I have 
been able to obtain this ſingular advantage 
for my Pupils at the Wes TMINSTER NRW 
LyinG-In Hos?1TAL ; where upwards of 


ve thouſand Women have already been deli 


vered under my Direction; and where an 
additional number will now be admitted, 
by order of the Governors, in conſequence 
of many new Subſcribers, and a Legacy of 
3000). bequeathed to this Charity, by the 


late Richard Ruſſel, Es d. 


The utility of permitting Students, when 
duly qualified, and under proper regulations, 
to attend Public Hoſpitals, is fo obvious, 
that this cuſtom was laudably adopted in 
France many years ago, and is now allowed 
in other parts of Europe. Such privileges 
manifeſtly tend to the Improvement of Mid. 
wifery, and therefore will be productive of 
univerſal good, by extending the benefits of 


that Art to different parts of the kingdom, 
where 


EG 1] 
where thoſe Students may hereafter chance 
to reſide ; and who, from ſuch previous ad- 
vantages, will be duly qualified in danger- 
ous Caſes, to give their aſſiſtance with judg- 
ment and dexterity. Hence, many Women, 
the rich as well as the poor, c, be preſer- 
ved, who otherwiſe might have fallen Vic= 


trms to the ignorance or inſu Moien of unſhil= 
ful Praftitioners. 


It was owing to the wiſe and early inſti- 
tution of Lying-1n Hoſpitals in Paris, and 
to the peculiar advantages and improvements 
reſulting from them, that Students in Mid- 
wifery tormerly reſorted thither from other 
nations ; but though this Art 1s no where 
more rationally now taught, or more judici- 
oully practiſed than in London; it muſt be 
confeſſed, we were at firſt indebted to the 
French for many of its moſt capital improve- 
ments. 


Nothing will more redound to the Public 
Good, than humane attention to the health 
and well-being of the induſtrious poor. A 
man of this Profeſſion, by his advice and 

F timely 
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timely aſſiſtance, may often adminiſter re- 
lief and comfort to the afflicted, and even 
preſerve life itſelf. To thoſe who are bleſ- 
ſed with ſympathy and benevolence of heart, 
this will afford the moſt exalted pleaſure, 
eſpecially where ſuch aſſiſtance is given to 
Women in the Hour of their diſtreſs, who 
are to be conſidered as the weaker Sex, and 
unable to help cach other. 


At ſuch times, none, who are worthy to 

be called Men, will deſert even the pooreſt 
of them ; their nerves are ftrung to the ſame 
ſenſations of pleaſure and pain as thoſe of 
the rich, they are formed of the ſame mate- 
rials, and ordained to the ſame end. Let 
us look back to our own origin, and recol- 
le& that once we were, in reality, parts of 
themſeFoes ; tor we ſprung from their bodies, 
we were nouriſhed by their blood, and 
| ſhould have periſhed in the very commence- 
ment of our being, had we not been ſuſ- 
tained, nurſed up, and cheriſhed on their 


tender Boſoms, and protected by their un- 
wearied care. 


ä 

It would be cruel to take ſees of thoſe 
who ſuffer from the extremes of poverty 
and pain, eſpecially where Hoſpitals are 
wanting for their reception ; even a trifle, 
ſcarcely of benefit to the receiver, would be 
more than they could ſpare, who earn their 
daily bread with the ſweat of their brows, 
and, with all their toil, are often unable to ſup- 
ply their needy families with the common 
neceſſaries of life! 


We ſhall next conſider the Office of an 
Accouchcur, which is attended with great 
fatigue of Body and anxicty of Mind. His 
patience will often be put to ſevere trials by 
the obſtinacy and caprice of thoſe under his 
care; by the petulance and ſelf- ſufficiency 
of ignorant Nurſes, the inſidious eh7/pers 
of Envy, and the malevolence of thoſe in his 
own Profeſſion. The lite of the Patient and 
his own reputation are depending, and 
where the event 1s fatal, he will frequently 
meet with undeſerved cenſure and the moſt 
illiberal treatment ; eſpecially, among the 
lower claſs of people, vcho, being ſwayed by 


prejudice and vulgar Errors, too often Judge 
F 2 without 


„ 
out Reaſon, and condemn without Mercy, 
This will render his attendance irkſome and 
tedious; but ſo long as human Nature 
continues what it is, he muſt expect ſome- 
times to meet with ſuch unwelcome beha- 


viour. The tongue of Slander 1s as much at 


liberty as that of Truth, and ſince it is not 
in his power to prevent injurious aſſertion, 


let it be his principal happineſs, to act in 


ſuch a manner as 79 7o deſerve it; and be- 


ing thus conſcious of having done his duty, 


that alone will mitigate the hardſhip, and 
afford him confolation which nothing can 
take away. But, above all things, let 


him remember, that what is baſe and con- 


temptible in others, he ſhould carefully en- 
deavour to avoid himſelf. 


Beſides theſe Qya/ifications, there are 
others no leſs neceſſary for the Accoucheur, 
in common with the reſt of his Profeſſion. 
Every one 1s a judge of his appearance and 
Deportment, though not of his Judgment 
and {kill : The method of pleaſing, as far 
as it 1s conformable to the principles of Ho- 
nor and rules of good Breeding, ought 

therefore 
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therefore, to make no inconſiderable part of 
his Character: Of this the celebrated Hoff- 
man was fo ſenſible, that he publiſhed his 
Medicus politicus, and Bohmus alſo wrote de 
officio medico; but what has been laid down 
on that ſubject by the late Dr. Gregory, of 
Edinburgh, is preferable to the reſt, having 
delivered his ſentiments with becoming 
freedom, and the zeal of a Phyſician ho- 
neſtly ſolicitous for the credit of his Profeſ- 
ſion, and the advancement of true medical 
knowledge. 


Whoever practiſes Midwifery, ought to 
be /ober, patient, and diſcrete ; polite and 
eaſy in his Addreſs, and of a modeſt and hu- 
mane Diſpoſition ; yet poſſeſſed of ſo much 
reſolution, as not to be alarmed or diſcon- 
certed in caſes of the greateſt danger. At 
all ſuch times, he ſhould duly conſider, and 
_ deliberately attend to the ſymptoms and 

circumſtances before him, taking care to 
proceed with the diſtin& exerciſe of his 
Judgment and Reaſon, as a feww grains of 
Error, or proper Diſcernment, in extreme 


danger, may turn the Scale for Life or 
F 3 Death 
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Death. When the Patient's ſituation is tru- 
ly alarming, and the event likely to be fatal, 
her relations and friends ſhould be appriſed 
of it, and where the Operator finds the caſe 
ſingularly perplexing; another of the Pro- 
feſſion eminent for his candour and {kill, 
ought to be called in ; but, whether in con- 
ſultation, or ſpeaking to the attendants, he 
ſhould deliver his Opinion with clearneſs 
and prudent caution, avoiding all ſuch pe- 
dantic phraſes and myſterious terms of art, 
as are fitter for conjurors than men of Sci- 
ence. Let him avail himſelf of no illiberal 
methods, or attempt to filch a good name 
at the expence of another's Reputation ; but 


in all things, as becomes a man of Honor 


and true Benevolence, endeavour to promote 
the good of Society without oſtentation, to 
{upport the credit of his Profeſſion without 


pride, and to practiſe condeſcenſion without 


artifice or meanneſs. 


Whatever aſſiſtance Women may at this 
time require, ſhould be regarded with the 
utmoſt delicacy, their ſituation being only 
ſuch, as it has ever been, and ſtill muſt con- 

tinue, 


t 1 

tinue, according to the ſtated laws of Na- 
ture. But, to inculcate what mult be obvi- 
ous to all men poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of their 
Duty, and the common principles of Hu- 
manity, would be an unneceſſary waſte of 
time; ſhould one in a thouſand be found 
of a different character, ſurely, it would be 
inconſiderate and unjuſt to cenſure the whole 
Profeſſion, for the delinquency of ſo ſmall a 
part. It is not ſufficient to ſay, that thoſe 
who practiſe Midwitery have frequent op- 
portunities of acting diſhonorably ; for if the 
means of violating their faith and honor 
could be proved the cauſe of doing ſo, all 
mutual confidence muſt then ceaſe, and 
mankind in general, as well as they, might 
with equal reaſon be ſuſpected; ſince there 
is no ſtation or department in life which do 

not daily aftord opportunities of acting 
_- baſely. 


The Plan which J intend to follow, in my 
Courst of LECTURES, is exactly con- 
formable to the order of particulars or ge- 
neral heads laid down in the SYLLABUS, 


which therefore, I have here annexed as a 
| SPECIMEN 


1 
SPECIMEN of the whole. From whence it 
will appear, that I propoſe not only to lay 
before my Pupils, the Theory and Practice of 
Midwifery, according to the Doctrines of 
the moſt eminent modern Profeſſors of that 
Art, but allo to expatiate largely on the Na- 
ture and Treatment of the various Dz/eaſes 
incident to Women and Children, whether 
acute or chroncal, being a branch of Medi- 


cal Science highly important, yet of all 


others moſt im herfectiiʒj known to thoſe 


<oho are young in the profeſſion. J ſthall 


likewiſe add ſome general Remarks on 
what is called clinical Practice, and ſhew 
the great utility reſulting from it, in the cure 
of Diſeaſes; as well as the uncommon ad- 
vantage of examining morbid appearances in 


ſuch Bodies as may be occaſionally directed 


to be opened at the Heſiminſten Lying-in 
Ho/ptal, by permiſhon of the Governors. 


Here I muſt requeſt, that ſuch Pupz/s as 
do me the honor to attend, will take down 
their Notes with that deliberation and care, 
as neither to diſcredit themſelves or miſre- 
preſent me. They will do well to conſider, 

that 
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that their own future emolument and advance- 
ment in life, will chiefly depend on the rank 
they hold in their Profeſſion, for Dex- 
zerity and Hill, and that ſuch neceſſary Qua- 
lifications are chiefly attained by aſſiduity 
and application. | 


In a word, thoſe who propoſe to ſtudy the 
OBftetric Art, and to become deſervedly 
eminent for profeſſional merit, ought princi- 
pally to avail themſelves of practical Knows- 
{edge, founded on previous rational Theo- 
ry ; and not indolently content themſelves 
with that /perficial and imperfeet method of 
being inſtructed, which hitherto has long 
prevailed; to the danger of the Patient, the 
diſcredit of the Science, and the injury of 


thetr o Reputation. 


To conclude ; from what has already been 
ſaid, I preſume the pablic importance of 
the Science of MiDwiFERY muſt be ſuf- 

ficiently evident ; and was its utility only 

confined to the Preſervarion of Women and 
their tender Offspring, that alone would ef- 


fectually recommend jt to all good and ſen- 
ſible 
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ſible Minds; but, by a review of its ſeveral 
advantages, it appears a neceſſary branch of” 
Philoſophy, as well as Phyſic; the public 
adminiſtration of Juſtice, under certain cir- 
cumſtances, calls for its aid, and even the 
cauſe of Religion itſelf has been promoted 


by its extenſive influence. 


SYLLABUS 


Ss 1 L 1 8B 2: 


1. EC M 
On the THEORY and PRACTICE 9 
MIDWIFE RW 


The Pathology or general Doctrine of acute 
and chronic Diſeaſes incident to Women and 
Children, with their Treatment and Cure. 


* For the clearer Demonſtration of operative Midwifery 
(whether ſimply by the Hand, or Application of Inſtru- 
ments) the ſeveral Methods of aſſiſting in laborious and 
preternatural Labours, will not only be deſcribed accor- 
ding to the moſt approved modern Pradlice, but likewiſe 
diſtinftly ſhewn by an artificial Repreſentation of each 
di fficult Caſe, upon Machines of a new Conſtruction. 


The whole will be illuſtrated by ſuch Anatomical Prepara- 
{10Nns as are applicable to each Lecture; with various Ob- 
ſervations, extraordinary Caſes, and neceſſary Cautions; 
but particularly, by rea! Labours. | 


By O HN LEAKE, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Phyſicians, LoN DON. 
and PHYSICIAN to the 
WESTMINSTER LYING-IN HOSPITAL. 


At his Houſe in Craven-Street in the Strand. 


LONDON, A. D. 1786. 


Annual, or 
Ten Guinca 
Pupils. 


OS AU. 


EN Guinea Pupils, and thoſe intending 
% be duly qualified, for their more ex- 


" peditious and effetual Improvement, and 
with a view to reduce their Theory to 
Prafice, will be allowed to attend the WYe/?- 
miſter Lying-in Hoſþ1tal, in which upwards 
of 5000 Patients have been delivered, and 
where an additional number will now be ad- 
mitted, in conſequence of many new Sub- 


ſeribers, and a Legacy of Three Thouſand 


Pounds, lately bequeathed to that Charity. 
For two, or any greater number of Pupils 


a N and at te ſame time, 


= = = <9 Guineas cach 
Such will be deemed 3 Students, 
and entitled to the fame privileges as 
TenGuinea Pupils, viz. they will be allowed 
the unuſual Adv. zutage of attending Labours 


fingly, and uninterrupied by DF YES. and con- 


ſequently have clear and diſtinct ideas of 
Labour, from beginning to end.—Hence 


allo, they will become cx xpert and judicious 


in the ART of ToucHiNs, and obtain true, 

practical knowledge of its Nature and Event, 

. & jr natural, diſſicult, or preternatural, 
They. will like: 1 5 ſee the Treatment of 
Drijeafes, incident to Lying-in Women, and 


Infants, and may take Clinical Minutes of 


ſuch remarkable Caſes as occur at the Hoſpi- 


tal during their attendance ; which advan- 
tages 


To: 
tages will be ſpecified in their Cer TIFI= 
CATE, implying ſuch means of real In- 
provement as will juſtly entitle the young 
Accoucheur to the confidence of his Patients, 
when he comes to private Practice. 

Gentlemen deſirous of being expeditiouſſy 
gualifed, may have ample and immediate 
opportunity of improvement by extra P7i- 
w1/eges at Lectures and Hoſpital. 

Firſt Courſe of Lectures — 4 Guineas. 
Every future Courſe - - - - 2 Guineas. 

An Heoſprital- Aſeftant to Dr. Leake will 
3 be admitted for /, or three 
Months, and entitled to the following 
PRIVIEEGES EXTRAORDINARY. 

He may attend the Lectures as a perpetu- 
al Pupil, and will be allowed a double ſhare 
of Labours, ſo as to render him expert in 
manual Operation, upon which his future 
Succeſs will depend. 

He will not only be allowed the Privilege 
of being preſent at all prezernatural and 7 
borious "Caſes ; but alſo of ſeeing the treat- 
ment of Diſeaſes incident to Lying-in Wo- 
men, namely, thoſe of Chr/d-bed Fever, 
uterine Hemorrhages, Convulſions, &c. 

He will be permitted to examine the 
morbid appearances of bodies opened at the 
Hoſpital, with a view to illuſtrate the Cure 
of Diſeaſes imperfectly underſtood; and 
alſo to take Clinical Minutes of ſuch caſes 
as occur during the time of his attendance. 
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* Ihe terms of Reſidence at the Hof 
pital may be known by perſonal Application 
to Dr. LRAEE. 

The Winter Courſe of Lectures will be- 
gin the % Monday in October and conti= 
nue for o Month, from time to time, 
throughout the Year, as advertiſed in the 
Public Papers. 

The Pupils being introduced at the Hoſ- 
pital, in rotation, according to the date of 
their commencement at Lectures, /uch as 
enter their Names early will attend Labours 
ſo much the ſooner, and have more time 
and opportunity to ſee the variety of 
Practice in /abor1ous and preternatural Caſes, 
DIC... | N 
Before the Eſtabliſhment of This Public 
Hoſpital, it was found extremely diſagree- 
able for Pupils to attend Labours at a 
great diſtance from their Lodgings, among 
the /oweſt Claſs of People, where a number 
were called to the ſame Patient: From 
the indecency of this method, they were 
often expoſed to 1n/ults, and for all their 
trouble, could acquire no true practical 
Knowledge ; for, where ſo many were 
preſent at the ſame Labor, it occaſioned 
great confuſion, and as they only touch- 
ed her by turns, they could neither exad&ly 
now the effett of her pains, or the natural 
progreſs of Labour. On the contrary, each 
Pupil, after his introduction at ie Hoſþi- 

| tal, 


1 
val, will attend her in the fame decent man- 
ner as if ſhe was a private Patient of his 
2wn ; and be accommodated with a feeping 
Room in the Houſe, during his attendance. 
Female Pupils may be inſtructed, and 
ſoon duly qualified for their own Practice, by 
being allowed to reſide in the Hoſpital. 


Farther Particulars may be known at the 
Do&tor's Houje, in Craven- Street, or at the 


WESTMINSTER LYING-IN HospiTar, 


near the Bridge; which is commodioufly ſitu 
ated for the Attendance of Pupils, in a mid= 
dle Space between St. Thomas's, St. Bars 
tholomew's, and St. George's Hoſpitals. 


USE OF 
OBSTETRIC APPARATUS. 
IN the practical part of Midwifery, there 


is 0 kind of dexterity required which cannot 
he taught by deſcription; nothing but 
Practice 24% %, can adapt the hand of the Stu- 
dent to the eaſy and judicious Performance of 
manual Operations : Therefore, for the 
clearer illuſtration of this Art, the, ſeveral 
arfhcult Labours 1 be artificially repre- 
ſented on Machines of a new Conſtruction, 
ſubſtituted for the real bodies of Women and 
Children. In the firſt, all the Parts concer- 


ned in PARTURITION are fabricated upon 
the 


; Female Pupils? | 
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the Female Skeleton, in exact imitation of | 
Nature; and in the laſt, the effeft of Pre/-: 
ſure on the Infant head, will be exemplifi= 
ed by an artificial Fœtus. | 
By means of this APPARATUS, each 
difficult caſe will be reduced to Demon- 
ſtration, which ahi afford the Pupil ſuch 
ſolid Practical Knowledge as cannot be 
Forgot. From thence he will become ac- 
wainted with the Poſition moſt conduci ve to 
Speedy Delivery; ; and acquire Skill and Dex- 
terity 277 applying the Forceps, and other In- 
ftruments uſed in Laborious Caſes ; but par- 
_ ticularly, in preternatural Labours, where the 
Patient's hfe depends upon his immediate 
aſſiſtance, he rb learn the proper method 
, turning the Infant, by an artificial Uterus, 
which contratts on the hand of the Operator 
(by imperceptible means), with any degree 
of force required, ſo as to give him preciſely 
the Jame dea of at ficulty as preſent them- 
ſelves in Nature; and in a manner not hi- 
therto demonſtrated by any other A par- 
tus in Europe. 
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ABSTRACT ACCOUNT 


.OF THE 


WESTMINSTER LYING-IN Hong 


Near THE BRI DOE, 


Inſtituted A. D. 1765, and ſupported by Voluntary 
Subſcription. 


Right Hon. Lord GROSVENOR, Preſident. | 


Duke of Rutland, Fate. Rt. Hon. C. J. Fox, 
Lord Hood, Preſidents 3 Ma Gen. SirR. Boyd, 
Hon. Gen.W. Hervey, _ (Hon. . Groſvenor, 


N the year 1765, Dr. Fohn Leake of 
Craven-Street, London, purchaſed 3 
iece of Ground on a Building Leaſe, and 
afterwards preſented to the Public, the Ori- 
ginal Plan for the Inſtitution of this Hęſpi- 
tal. Soon after the Building was raiſed, he 
voluntarily, and without any conſideration, 
aſſigned over to the Governors, all his right 
of the above Ground, in favor of the aid 
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Being honored with the Patronage of ſe 
veral Gentlemen of Diſtinction, and favored 
by the aſſiſtance of his Friends, and the 
Public, which he is deſirous moſt reſpect- 
fully to acknowledge; ; he, at laſt, had the 


ſatisfaction of ſceing this charitable deſign 


carried into execution, after the repeated ex- 
ertion of his utmoſt endeavours to that end. 
The Inſtitution of this Hoſpital, was 
principally deſigned to relieve the Wives of 
diſtreſſed Houſekeepers, who either from un- 


avoidable misfortunes, or the expence of 


maintaining large families, were reduced to 
real want ; alſo for thoſe of Soldiers and 


Sailors.—But the Governors moved with 


compaſſion at the many ſevere hardſhips of 


Single Women, who, on that account, were 


rejected elſewhere; they unanimouſly reſol- 
ved to admit ſuch of them as are deſerted and 
in dcep diſtreſs ; with the humane intention 
of ſaving them from Deſpair, and prevent- 


Ing the lamentable Crimes of Suicide, and 
Child Murder ! 


But, great expences having been incurred 
by the two frequent and indiſcriminate: ad- 
miſſion of unmarried Women; Reſolved 
by the Governors, That Two Guineas be 

aid in, as a TEMPORARY SUBSCRIPTION 
by all ſuch as are not ANNUAL Governors, 


and only applied for the fole purpoſe, and 


partial advantage, of obtaining admiſſion 


for a ſingle 8 
This 
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This Hoſpital, in which upwards of 5000 
Patients have been delivered, being inſtitu- 
ted upon the moſt liberal and extenſrve Plan, 
of admitting both married and jingle Women, 
as well as delivering others at their own Ha- 
bitations, and giving advice tothe $iok, with- 
out Fee or Reward ; F- the Governors hope for 
its ſupport from the affluent and humane, 
who by Will, or other Donation, may be 

leaſed. to contribute thereto. 

Subſcriptions are received by Meſſrs. 
Drummond and Co. Bankers, at Charing- 
Croſs, and at the Hoſpital, where may be 
had, at large, a printed Account of the 
Charity, with printed Receipts for Zemporas 
ry Subſcriptions. 


&c. to the V Dr. James Ford, Phyſician to the Queen, 


Phyſicians, 95 John Leake, 
Hoſpital. (Dr. Richard Huck Saunders. 


Mr, Lewis Poignand, Surgeon. 


Rev. Mr. S/ainſby, Chaplain. 


Irfuting Apothecaries, ö mopong 85 


A Matron, 


G 2 SYLLABUS 


eros 5$. 


INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 


N hiſtorical view of the Riſe, Progreſs, 
and preſent ſtate of Midwifery ; with 
the Theory and Practice of ancient Wri- 
ters. 
General account of 35 Doctrine, Wri- 
tings, and Improvements of the moſt eminent 
Modern Profeſſors of Midwitery ; particular- 
ly, thoſe who now give public Lectures on 
that ſcience in different parts of Europe. 
The Means moſt conducrve to a perfecs Knows 
leage of the Theory and Practice of Midzifery. 
Pualification and Deportment of an Ac- 


coucheur. 


LECTURE © 


[ 85 J 
LECTURE Mt 


Anatomy of the Female Peluis, with a de- 
{ſcription of the Form, Situation and Con- 
nexion of the ſeveral bones of which it is made 
up, viz. Os Sacrum, Coccyx and Offa innomi- 
nata, with their Ligamens, Cartilages, and 


ſurrounding Mulcles. 


Diviſion of the Offa innominata into their 
ſeveral bones, viz. 


Ilium, 
Iſchium, & 
Pubis. 

The Dzimen/ions of a well-formed Pehus at 
its brim and bottom ;—its Extent from fide 
to ſide, and from poſterior to anterior 
Part; with its poſterior, anterior and lateral 
depth. | | 
Figure of its cavity, and difference be- 
tween a well-formed and diſtorted Pelvis; alſo 
the marks which diſtinguiſh the Male from 
Female Pele. 

Cauſes of a diſtorted or Narrow Peluis, and 
its dangerous conſequence to Child-bearing 
Women. 

Of the Shape, Structure, and different Dia- 
meters of the Fetal Cranium; with the advan- 
tage of knowing its ative Proportion to the 
Pelvir, as it paſſes thro* the bony cavity in 
different directions. =; 

. _ Remarks 


86 J- 
Remarks on the membranous connexion 
of the bones compoſi ng the infant's ſkull ;— 
di ferent from the Adult, —and how ones 


ponding with the intention of nature in faci- 
litating the Child's Birth. 


LECTURE HL 


Of the Female Organs of Generation, ViZe 
Pudenda, 


Meatus Urinarius, 
Clitoris, 
& Nymph. 


Hymen, 

Vagina, 

Os internum 

& Uterus ; 

Fallopian Tubes, 
LOvaria and Ligaments. 


Externally 


Internally 


Veſica-Urianria, 


Contiguous Parts, areas & Ferineum 


Figure of the Uterus in its virgin ſtate, and 
alter Pregnancy ; and of the gradual diſtention 
of the fundus and cervix Uteri at different 
periocis of Geſtation. 
„ The ſeveral Parts will be ſhewn in Situ 
Nature, with Phyjiological Offervitions 072 
Heir Structure and U/e. 


LECTURE 
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LECTURE IV. 


Of the ſeveral Dyz/eaſes incident to the Organs 
Generation, and Methods of their Cure, 


VIZ. 


Prolapſus V. aging S . nature 
and treatment. 

Of Peſſaries invented and W for 
the relief of the above Complaints, — their per- 
nicious effects. 

Stone in the Bladder, —its bad conſequence 
to Women in Labor.—Painful ſymptoms 
thence ariſing how relieved. 

Of Ruptures in general, and a particular 
ſpecies of Hernia peculiar to Women. 

The retroverted Womb, — its nature and 
treatment. 
 JImperforated Hymen and Operation neceſſary 
for its Cure. 


LECTURE V. 
Of the Menſtrual Flux. 


v arious Hypotheſes laid down by Phy/o/0- 
21/ts, to account for that extraordinary Phæ- 
nomenon. 

Of 
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Of the change produced} in the female con- 
ſtitution, at "Tag age of Puberty. 

—Menſes in their morbid State, viz. when 
irregular, obſtructed, or too large in quantity. 

Of the deviating Menſes. 

Ceſſation of the Menſes, and diſorders from 
thence ariſing. 


EECTURE MW 


Of 2 rs, Hyſteric Affection, and Furor 


Uterinus. 


Fluor Albus how diſtinguiſhed from Go- 
norrhœa virulenta, Menſes decolores, or diſ- 
charge of an Ulcer in the womb ; with their 
ſeveral cauſes, and method of Cure. 

Dropſy of the Ovaria—its nature and 
event. 

Of the cancerous Womb ; Jehirrous and can- 
cerous Breaſt, and effects of Cicuta;  Vegeto- 
mineral Water, and other medicines in thoſe 
Diſorders. 

Of Szeri/ity or Barrenneſs, with its ſeveral 
 caules, as relative to both Sexes; and of the 
means molt conducive to remedy ſuch De- 


fects. 
LECTURE 


1 
LECTURE VIE 


Of Generation. 


Ancient and modern Doctrine of Concep- 
tion, and various opinions advanced by dit- 
ferent Authors on that ſubject. 

Geniturà of the Ancients, —what ? 

The Ovi iparous ſyſtem of Harvey, Malphig= 
zus, and De Graaf; —Animalcular Syſtem of 
Hammius, Leeuwwenhoek, and Hartſoker, and 
corpuſcular organical Syſtem of M. Buffon. 

Of the impregnated Ovum, and its deſcent 
into the Uterus by the fallopian Tube ; with 
the progreſſive order in which the ſeveral parts 
of the Embryo unfold themſelves in magni- 
tude, and figure, from conception to the time 
of birth. 

Vrviparous and Oviparous animals, —their 
analogy conſidered in the manner of their pro- 
duction. 

Aqui vocal Generation. exploded by the 
experiments of Redi. 

Of Twrns, Superfœtation. ſalſe Concep- 
tions, and Moles. 

Extra- uterine Fœtuſes, and pda of 
Monſters; with remarks on the caſes men- 
tioned by Licetus, Sc. 

The term of uterine Geſtation. 


LECTURE 
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EECTURE VAC 
Complaints which follow Conception ;—thei? 
various cauſes, and palliative methodof Cure. 


Signs of C onception, how diſtinguiſhed 
from obſtructed cataminia, the encyſted Drop- 
ly, or other equivocal marks of Pregnancy. 

Nauſea, - Vomiting, and Longing for unna- 
tural ſubſtances. 

Of the Hemorrhoids, Coſtiveneſs, anaſar- 
cous Swelling of the Legs, Cough and diffi- 
culty of breathing; and alſo the ſeveral Diſ- 
orders ariſing from diſtention of the Uterus, 
and compreſſion of the viſcera, in the laſt 
months of Pregnancy. 

Treatment and cure of the Gonorrhœa vi- 
rulenta, and Luer Venerea, during Pregnancy. 

Of Abortion from a fault of the Mother's 
conſtitution ;—Diſcaſes of the Fœtus, or pres 
ternatural conformation of the Uterus from 
inordinate paſſions of the Mind external vi- 
olence, or any cauſe which may occaſion a ſe- 
paration of the Placenta from the Uterus. 

\ Abortion, —moſt frequent in the three firſt 
months of uterine Geſtation ;—and why ? 

Remedies moſt effectual in preventing or re- 
lieving the ſymptoms of Abortion. 

Ob ſtruction of Urine, at the latter end of 
Pregnancy. 

Rules and Cautions, for the Conduct, and 
Regimen of Women during the ſeveral periods 


of Pregnancy. £ 1 
EC TURE 


E 91 1 


IL EC TUNE IX: 
Of the Fetus. 


Situation of the Fwtus in Utero, and parts 
peculiar to it, VIZ. 

Placenta and its membranes ; and of the 
quantity, quality and uſe of the Liquor Am- 
nit, or contained Waters. 

Funs Umbilicalis or navel- -String,—courſe 
of its Veſſels traced to their origin, with their 
ſeveral connexions and dependencies reſpect- 
ing the Mother and Child. 

Nutrition and Circulation of blood in the 
Fœtus; and of the Foramen Ovale, Canalis 
arterigſus, and Ductus vengſus. 

Of the Allantoi and Urachus. 

Difference between the Fatus and Adult, 


and of the change produced in the firſt, by the 


effect of Reſprration. | 

Moſt effectual Means of recovering Children, 
born apparently dead. 

Experiment to diſcover, whether the Infant 


was /t://-born, or deſtroyed after the Birth; with 
neceſſary cautions in reports to Furies, or in 


caſes of evidence againſt the accuſed. 


* * The ſeveral Parts peculiar to the Foetus, 


will be demonſtrated by Anatomical Prepara- 


Z1 ons. 
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CC ECTURE CS 
Signs which precede, or accompany true Labor: 

Of the nature, cauſe and effects of Labor 
Pains, and expulſive force of the Uterus in its 
gravid ſtate. 

Method of Touching i in the firſt months of 
Pregnancy, and at the time of Labor, with 
the information thence ariſing, viz. Whether 
the woman 1s with child or mob; and whe- 
ther in danger of Miſcarriage; allo what 
changes of the Os Uteri, indicate Labor, and 
diſtinguiſh true Pains from thoſe which are 
ſpurious; —how to promote the one, and relieve 
the other. 

The great advantage of being thoroughly 
Sb in the Art of Touching, and truly 
diſtinguiſhing the preſenting Parts; with Cau- 
tions and Remarks in doubtful calls: 

Gradual dilatation of the Os Uteri, by the 

protruded Membranes, or preſſure of the 
Child's Head. . 

Too early rupture of the Membranes and 
diſcharge of the Waters. 

Preternatural ſtrength or rigidity of the 
Membranes, and how the progreſs of Labor 
may be retarded in ſuch caſes; ; with the me- 
thods to remedy theſe inconveniencies. 

Signs of a dead Child. 

The bad conſequence of haſtening Labor 
unſeaſonably in natural Caſes, and danger of 
delays, or of ſtimulating Medicines, where 


the Child preſents in a wrong poſition. 
LECTURE 


1 


IL. EG E 


Diviſion of Labours, viz. Natural, Difficult, 
and Preternatural. 


Poſition of the Patient moſt conducive to a 

Speedy Delivery, in the ſeveral kinds of La- 
bor; and the methods practiſed in different 
Countries on that occaſion. 

* * A natural Labor artificially repreſented 
on the Apparatus, (in a Manner not hitherto 
effefted) diſtinctly ſhewing the gradual dila- 
tation of the Os Uteri and protruſion of the 
Membranes, with their alternate d/ention and 
relaxation, as the Pains come on, and go off. 

Rupture of the Membranes and evacuation 
of the Waters exactly imitated. 

* An artificial Demonſtration of the 
Womd's progreſſive contraction as the Child 
advances in the Birth. 

Manner how the Child's Head preſents to 
the birth in natural caſes, the turns it makes 
in paſſing through the Pelvis ; and of guarding 

the Perinæum from laceration. | 

Ould's Obſervations, reſpecting the poſition 
of the head, in natural caſes. | 

Force of preſſure on the Infant's head ex- 
emplified by an artificial Foetus, ſo conſtructed 
as to allow of the ſame motion in the bones 
of the Cranium as that of the real Child. 
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Of tying and cutting the Funis, and ex- 
tracking the Placenta; with Remarks on the 
conduct of Animals in the diviſion of the Fu- 


nis; and likewiſe on the Orbicularrs Muſcle, 


deſcribed by Ruy/ch. 

Of the P/acentapreſenting looſe, or adhering 
to the Os Veri, —cauſe of uterine He- 
morrhage.—How to act in ſuch caſes for the 
preſervation of the Mother. 

The method of diſcovering, whether there 
is a ſecond Child or not. 


EEECTURE XIE 


Of Difficult Labours, where extraordinary 
aſſiſtance 1s required. 


The various cauſes of difficult or laborious 
Caſes ; particularly, weakneſs of the Patient 
and abſence of her Pains ;—anxiety of Mind, 
floodings, or other profuſe evacuations A 
narrow or diſtorted Pelvis,—rigidity or pre- 
ternatural conſtriction of the Paſſages, —indu- 
ration of the Os Uteri, or wrong poſition of 
the Child's head ; its being too large, over 
oſſified, or dropſical. 

General Rules how to aſſiſt in the various 
kinds of /aborious Caſes. 

Daventer's ſentiments on Obliquities of the 
Womb conſidered, and refuted. 


Method 


os ] 


Method of Practice when the birth is re- 
tarded by twiſting of the Funis round the 
Child's neck. 

'The U/e and Abuſe of Inſtruments; with a 
comparative view of their advantages and de- 
fects, reſulting from their mechanical Struc- 
ture, action and manner of application. 

Of Palſyn's and Levret's long Forceps, and 
alſo of thoſe recommended by Snellie, &c. 
The Vectis or Lever inv ented by Rognhuyſe. 
— [ts uſe. 

* Deſcription and Uſe of the Author's 
I FoRcEPS, with three Blades, in which 
the mechanical Powers of the Forceps and Le- 
ver are combined, and their utility demonſtra- 
ted and confirmed by the concurring teſtimo- 
nies of FoREIGN PROFESSORS, in Letters to 
the Author. 


LE © TUN 
Of the Vertex 


— - Fontanelle 
Face 


— Far J 


++ A difficult Labor repreſented, by an 
artificial Woman and Child, fhewing the Me- 
thod of applying the Forceps, and other Inſtru- 
ments, in the ſeveral poſitions of the Child's 
head. 

Levret's Method of Practice when the Face 
7s turn'd to the Faulen 


preſenting. 


Methods 
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Methods of diſcovering narrowneſs of 
the Pelvis, and poſition, or extraordinary bulk 
of the Child's head. 

Practical Rules and Cautions in the Appli- 
cation of the Forceps, and extraction of the 
head. 

Caſes where the Forceps cannot be e 
fully applied, altho” the head preſents. 

Ot the particular Caſes which require Inſtru- 
ments, and the time their application becomes 
abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of the 
Mother. | 

Symptoms denoting immediate Danger. 

Crotchets and Perforators, —in what Caſes 
their application condemned by Crantz of 
Vienna. Roedererus, Profeſſor of Midwifery 
at Gottingen, - cenſured by the above author 
for ine leatin g their frequent uſe. 

Of the 'Tercbra Occulta, Long Sciſſars and 
Scalpel Ring ; with the manner of opening 
the Child's head, when too large to paſs, and 
the Mother's life is in danger ;—how to ex- 
tract it ſatcly by the Forceps, Crotchet, or 
Tire-Tète of Mauuriccau. 


EECTURE:XW. 
Of preternalirral Labours, where the Child is 
to be turned and brought by the Feet. 


Method of turning the Child. 
Mechanical knowledge applied to the Ope- 
ration of turning the Child ,—how uſeful. 
| The 


1 97 1 

Ihe dangerous Conſequence of applying too 
much force in ſuch caſes. 

Ruptured Womb, — fatal to the Patient. 

Practical Rules and Caution in the various 
Linde of preternatural Labours.. | 

Remarks on the Inſufficiency, and Impro- 
priety of a Glaſs Uterus, in demonſtrating the 
manner of turning the Child, in Tπ ] Caſes, 


or otherwiſe. 


_ ++ The ſeveral kinds of preternatural 
T.abours will be artificially repreſented on Ma- 
chinery, according to the moſt approved mo- 
dern Practice. 


LECTURE xy: 


Method of delivering when the Feet, 
Knees, or Breech preſent. 


How to gſſiſt where the Child preſents with 


the Breech, and cannot ſafely be turned and 


brought by the Feet. 
Practical Rules to be obſerved in the above 


Caſe. 
Of the Blunt Hook and its Application. 


++ A Breech-caſe artificially repreſented. 


Of the Child lying croſs the Uzerus, and 
preſenting with its Back, Belly, or Side,— 
aſſiſtance neceſſary on ſuch occaſions. 


1 LECTURE 
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TECTURE: NN 


Of the Funis Umbilicalis preſenting before 
the Child's Head, and danger of its com- 
preſſion in the Paſſage. 

Ar Method of delivering where the 
Arm or Shoulder preſent, artificially demon- 
ſtrated by the Apparatus; on which is allo re- 

reſented the contra&rve force of the Uterus on 
the body of the Infant, in a manner exactly 
conformable to nature. 

Tranſverſe poſition of the arms between the 
hind-head and pubes, where the Child is 
brought footling. 

Of the ſafeſt and moſt expeditious methods 
of extrafing the Head when detained by the 
narrowneſs of the Pelvis ; and the danger of 
delays or too much violence on that occaſion. 

Manner of extracting the Child's Head 
when ſeparated from the body and left in ute- 
70; with the uſe of Amand's Net, Terebra 
Occulta, Tire-Tete, and Forceps. 


LECTURE XVII. 


The Delivery of Twins or plurality of 
Children, and extraction of their Placen- 
tae; with Remarks on cutting and tying the 
Funis of the firſt-born Infant. | 

| The 
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The Birth of Monſters, and extraction of 
Falſe Conceptions, Moles, or Polypoſe Tumors 
of the Uterus. | 

Obſervations on the Section of the Symphyſes 

Pubis, ſucceſsfully performed at Paris by Si- 
Cault, and recommended by M. Le Roy.—The 
Operation juſtified by 4. ſucceſs in different 
parts of Europe. | 

Of the Cz/arian Operation; with Remarks 
on the caſes mentioned by Rqſſetus and others. 


LECTURE xvitk 


Of Uterine Hezmorrhages, Convulſions, and 
acute Fevers in the ſtate of Pregnancy. 
Of Floodrngs before Delivery, from external 
Violence, —Fevers, —Paſſions of the mind, or 


any cauſe preternaturally encreaſing the mo- 
mentum of blood. 


Floodings after Delivery from violent ex- 
traction of the Placenta; diſtention of the 
womb by a ſecond child, or want of its due 
contraction, from general weakneſs of the 
Solids. | if 
The ſeveral methods of treating Uzerine 
Haemorrhages examined, A new and ſuc- 
ceſsful one recommended by the Author. | 

Convuſſions; their various Cauſes and me- 
dical Treatment. | 
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LECTURE XIX. 


| Treatment of Women after Delivery; —the 


Regimen then neceſſary, and means moſt con- 
ducive to their recovery. 

Ot the Maladies conſequent of Delivery, viz. 
After-poins, Inflammation, Contuſion, or Rup— 
ture of the Uterus. 

Laceralion of the Bladder, or Perinaum;— 
and Applications neceſſary in the intention 
of cure. 


Obſtruction, or Incontinence of Urine, and 


ethod of paſſing the Catheter. 
 Troerfion of the Womb, and Prolapſion of 
the Rectum.—their cauſe and cure. 

Of the Lochia, when obſtructed, or redun- 
dant in quantity; and effects of Opiates or 
other medicines in the above caſes. 

General Obſervations on the nature and 
treatment of ob/trufted Lochin. 


LECTURE-XX: 


\ 


cauſe of the acute, epidemic Fever peculiar 
to Women after Delivery, commonly called 
Child-bed Fever; — with Clinical Obſerva- 
tions and Remarks towards the moſt effectual 
Methods of its cure. | 


Of Mil, Fever, and inflammation or abceſs 


of the breaſts. 


Topical 


* Animadverfions on the nature and 


3 
r 
— 


* 
Topical Application for repelling the Milk 
pernicious, and why. 

Milliary Eruption, Diarrhæa, or other Eva- 
cuations ſupervening the milk Fever or ob- 
ſtructed Lochia. 

Coleſtrum or firſt Milk, —its Qualities and 
Effects on the ſucking Infant. 

Of the Nature and Secretion of Milk ;— 
how rendered medicinal to the Infant. 

Evacuations neceſſary at the end of the 


month. 


LECTURE XXL. 


The Treatment and Regimen of new-born 
Infants, | 
Diſorders in general attending the i State 
of Infancy, and moſt approved methods of 
their cure. | | 
Of Fractures and Diſlocations, and a ſpe- 
cies of Hyarocele peculiar to new born Infants, 
CMould-ſhot head, 
Hydrocephalus, and 
Spina Bifida. 
Of che | Hare Lip, 
Confinement of the Tongue, and 
Obſtruction of the natural Paſſages, 


Hernia Congenita 


Iclerus Infantum, 
Dentition, and 
ä Dyſentery. 
Tes, 5 
Of AApibæ, & | 
(Cruſta Laclea. 
1 H -3 LECTURE 
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LECTURE XXIt- 


Acute and chronic Diſeaſes, in general, in- 
cident to the ſecond State of Infancy ;—their 
Pathology and method of cure. 


CSmall-pox, and the artificial method 
of communicating that Diſeaſe by 
O Inoculation. | | 
Meaſles, 
Tuſſis Convulsrva, and 
Epilepoia Infantum. 


Rickets, 
Atrophia, and 
Diſorders ariſing from Worms. 
Of | 
Scrophula. | 
Lues Venerea, & 


Hereditary Diſeaſes, 


Practical cautions reſpecting the indiſtrimi⸗ 
nate uſe of Bleeding, Bliſters, and Opiates, in 


Diſeaſes of Children. 


Directions for the Choice of a Wet Nurſe— 


indications to be taken from her habit of bo- 


dy and quality of Milk; with Rules for the 
regulation of her Diet in Dz/orders incident to 
the Child. 7 
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WITH  TaREE BLADES. 


T HE F arceps uſed | in MI DWIFERY may 
be conſidered as an Inſtrument conſiſting 
of two Levers, which act in contrary directions 
from one common centre or fulcrum, where 
their Blades unite, and are ſuſtained by each 
other; conſequently, their power on the body | 
to be moved, will be in proportion to the * 
length of their Levers or handles. | 6 
I Crantz, Profeſſor of Midwifery at 
Vienna, and Levret of Paris, as well ms 
many others have obſerved, that when the = 
Child's head is wedged within the bones of . 
the Pelvis, (capite incuneato) it can ſcarcely 
ever be extracted by the common Forceps 
recommended by Sme/lie, becauſe of their 
ſhortneſs ; and as their blades are only cur- 
ved in one direction, whenever it happens that 
the hind-head is forced over the Simphiſis 
Pubis, it cannot then be got hold of within 
the curve of their blades, which being only 


app lies 


= * als 


| 11 TJ - 
applied along the ears, in a ffrerght direction, 
are therefore apt to ſlip downwards over the 
face, and foil the Operator in extracting the 
head: This will the rather happen, becauſe 
being raßper towards the pornts, their ſurface of 
contract on the head, will from thence be de- 
miniſhed, and conſequently they cannot take a 
firm hold; / that they will be leaft ſerviceable 
in thoſe very caſes where they are moſt wanted ; 
—namely, where the Peluis ig narrow; for it 
is allowed, of all difficulties, that which hap- 
pens from the above cauſe, is by far the moſt 
mnſurmountable obſtacle of the Child's birth, 
fince it can only be overcome by very ſtrong 
pains, which compreſs the head, and force it 
to conform to the bony paſſage. 
The /hort Forceps may indeed be effectually 
applied when the Child's head is low in the 
Pelvis; but where that is the caſe, artificial 
aſſiſtance is ſeldom neceſſary, the principal dife 
ficulty being then over; becauſe the head has de- 
1cended through the 571m of the Peluis, —a nar- 
row, indilatable, bony paſſage; into a ww7der one, 
which is dilatable, namely, the 77ferior cavity 
_ of the Peluis. But ſhould any difficulty ſtill 
remain, it will then be removed by the concur- 
rence of two cauſes ; viz. the interior parts of 
the Pelvis will gradually ate and give way 
to the head, which at the ſame time, will 
yield to the force of preſſure, and give quay 70 
be paſſage, both which circumſtances have a 
_ and manifeſt tendency to facilitate the 
4 Irt 1 3 g N 
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I know that the applicationof Forceps is ob- 
jected by ſome, till after the head has deſcend- 
ed below the brim of the Pelvis, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that the force then applied to bring it 
down, would prove injurious to the Mother. 
But the violent and long continued compreſſion 
of the ſoft parts, viz. the Vagina and neck 
of the bladder, when ſqueezed between the 
head and bones of the Pelvis, will be much 
more liable to endanger the Patient. Since in- 
ſtances may be found where a mortification of 
thoſe parts was the conſequence, and where 
the Child by the force of ſuch extreme preſſure 
was alſo born dead: Of two Evils, therefore, 
the leaſt is to be choſen. | 


Of ſuch it may be aſked, what they would do, 
ehen the head 1s wedged within the bony paſ< 
age, and will not advance by the ſtrongeſt pains; 
eſpecially, if dangerous ſymptoms occur; name- 
ly, intermitting pulſe, coldneſs of the extrem- 
ties, faintings, &c. and conſequently where 
the Patient is in danger of dying undelivered. 
Under ſuch preſſing circumſtances, they muſt 
either ofen he head of a living Child ;—uſe 


the long, double curved Forceps, or ſuffer the 


Patient to die undelivered. We have already 
ſeen that delivery, in ſuch caſes, cannot be 
effected by the /hor? Forceps ; therefore, every 
Operator of feeling and humanity will not fail 
to apply the lang ones, inſtead of having 
recourle to that barbarous operation of opening 
2 living Child's head Indeed, ſuch is the 

1 real 


I 


real excellence and utility of the Jong Forceps 
that they renders his inbuman practice entirely 
unneceſſary. 

In Caſes, therefore, extremely laborious, 
when the head i is large, —the Peluir narro W, 
or both ; where the Patient's ſtrength 1s 
exhauſted by Uterine Haemorrhage, where 
ſhe is ſuddenly attacked with convulſions, 
faintingo, or other alarming ſymptoms, and 
conſequently, where the /abor pains would be 
inſufficient to bring forth the Child; the Jong. 
double curved Ba: orceps, hereafter deſcribed, 
may be uſed with great ſafety and advantage, 
either with ww:7h or without the Lever ar third 

Blade, as occaſion may require. | 

When the fore-head prefents to . Os 
Sacrum, and hind-head to the Puybes ; the long 
axis of the head interſects the ſhort axis of 
the Pelvis, and therefore, theſe parts may be 
conſidered as /wo Ellipſes or Ovale croſſing 
each other;—a poſition very unfavorable for 
the Child's birth. Here the Blades of the 
Forceps are uſually applied along the ears, 

[ and we are directed to turn the face to one ſide, 
ſo that there may be a perfect Coincidence be- 
tween the ſhape of the head and cavity of the 
| Pelvis; but this cannot always be done with- 
out much violence; beſides, when it is wedged _ 
within the brim, we cannot always be tain 
of its exact poſition, and therefore, ſhould it 
happen to be turned the wrong way, the 
difficulty would be increaſed ; conſequently, 
there 
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there will often be a neceſſity of bringing it 
along as it firſt pręſented. — Whenever this is 
the caſe, a very capital inconvenience will oc 
cur in every kind of Forceps, for when they 
are thus applied on the ſides of the head, the 
more it is there compreſſed by the Blades, 
the more will the hind-head be forced over 
the Pubes, and fore-head againſt the Sacrum, 
which will ſtill add to the difficulty; and 
conſequently 7# cannot be extracted in this 
manner, without very great violence, both to 
the Mother and Child. This circumſtance 
has happened to me in practice, ſeveral times, 
particularly in 7wo /aborious caſes, where the 
repeated application of the Blades on the ſides 
of the head proved mneffectual; and dangerous 
ſymptoms appearing, I was afraid of farther 
delay, and therefore, introduced them at the 
Sacrum and Pubes, that is, on the Face and 
Occiput, and by ſuch means et racled the head 
with eaſe at the firſt effort: The Patient, during 
the operation, was placed on her left ſide. 


As this ſucceſs was plainly owing ta 
compreſſion of the longeſt Axis of the head, it 
firſt ſuggeſted to me the utility of applying 
Forceps with three Blades, one of which may be 
occaſionally uſed as a Lever, and will act on 
the ſame principle as that of Roonbuyſe, by 
means of which, he is ſaid to have practiſed 
_ with ſo much reputation and ſucceſs in Holand, 
that De Viſcher and Van de Paol, (two Phy- 
ſicians of Amſterdam) purchaſed it as ow 

or 
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for a conſiderable ſum of money, and after- 
wards publiſhed it for the general good: 

"Tis only a ſimple Lever, which, in labo- 
rious cafes, is directed to be paſſed up be- 
tween the Pubes and hind-head, in order to 
to bring down the laſt below the Symphy/es 
Pubis,—This it will often effectually do, but 
notwithſtanding its ſeeming ſimplicity, 245 v/e 
may be attended with the utmoſt danger ; for, as 
the Symphy/rs Pubis is the centre from which 
it acts, and the reſting point upon which the 
whole ſtreſs is laid ; whenever much force 1s 
there applied (action and re- action being the 


ſame) the Vagina, and neck of the Bladder, 


may be ſo violently bruiſed, as to occaſion or- 
7ification, or even the very Symphyſis Pubs 
might give way to ſuch extreme preſſure. 


To remedy this inconvenience, which is the 
principal objection to the Lever, I] have, for 
many years paſt, recommended an Inſlrument 
conſiſting of three Blades, being, in fact, a 
pair of Jong Forceps with a double curve, and 
the addition of a Lever, which has this pe- 
culiar advantage, that it may afways be ap- 
plied without hurting the Mother ; for here, 
the fulcrum of the Lever is removed from the 
Pubes to the junction of the blades, by means 
of a ſmall Pivot, or central Pin, placed at the 
under fide of the lower Blade. 

After the introduction of the two blades 
at the ſides of the Child's head, and tying 


ir handles firmly 1 t Lever 
is 


„ 

is to be paſſed up between the hind-head and 
Pubes; and as the Petvrs there forms an arch, 

and is alſo extremely ſhallow ; by inclining the 
handles towards the Perinæum, 2, may be in- 
troduced without the leaſt degree of violence or 
difficulty.—This being done, and the hole in 
centre of the Lever fixed upon the Pivot, the 
Operator may then pre/+ the handle of the 
Lever, againſt the other two tied together, 
with ſufficient force to bring down the head, 

below the Pubes; it may then be left to 
Nature, it the pains are ſtrong ; it not, the 
Lever being removed, it may be eaſily ex- 
tracted by "the P orceps. 


This additional Blade thus applied im- 
mediately to the Occiput, or reſiſting Point 
at the Pubes, will 70? only. effectually * ſhorten 
the head, and detach it from the place of 
its obſtruftion, but alſo prevent the Fore 
ceps from ſlipping ; for ſhould they tend down 
towards the face, the Lever, which is fixed 
behind the head, and ſuſtained by the blades 
muſt neceffarily be drawn down with them; 
conſequently, the head alſo will be brought 
ſtill more into the center of the Pelvis, and 
more eaſily extracted ; which may be better 
underſtood, by referring to the /hird ue in 
the Copper-plate. 


The Blades of theſe F orceps are broad at 
their extremities where they graſp the head, 
and being reflected towards the Pubes with a 


curvilinear 
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eurvilinear fo eep, they not only C01 reſpond 
more aptly with the direction of the bony paſſage, 
than the common ſhort ones; but alſo take a 
much more firm and extenſive hold of the hind- 
head, where it 1s ſolid, and reſts at the brim © 
Beſides, as their compreſſive force on the 
head is more uniform, there will be % danger 
of lacerating the Perinzum: They will alſo be 
leſs liable to hurt the Patient, for, they lock at 
a greater diſtance from the Os Externum 
neither will they keep this part ſo violently 
diſtended, for the thades near their junction, 
are much cloſer together than in the common 
Forceps ;—the diſtance in the firſt being only 
two inches from blade to blade, but in the 
laſt, three inches and a quarter. 

The curve of the blades from their junction 
to their extremities, in length, is /even inches 
and an half, in the whole thrrieen inches; ſo 
that independent of the Lever, and admittin 
they are uſed alone, conſidering their reg, 
and effect of their double curve, they will 

in all caſes be found preferable to the common 
Short Forceps, with a ſingle Curve. But not- 
FI; withſtanding the prevalence of novelty in moſt 
matters; new truths are ſometimes hardly ſuf- 
ſ ficient to combat old errors, ſo difficult is 
it to diveſt the mind of habit and early pre- 
| judice.— That the ignorant ſhould not be able 
| | to comprehend, is not more to be wondered 
at, than that the blind ſhould miſtake his way ; 
but there is leſs excuſe for thoſe who pretend 
i0 
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vandor and diſcernment, yet obſtinately ſhut their 
eyes on conviction. 

The Lever is about twelve inches and a 
half in length, and in its outſide centre, which 
ſhould be made with a PROJECTING ANGLE, 
to give it greater power of action, are 
two ſmall holes for the reception of the Pivot 
on the lower blade, with a ſuperficial groove 
between theſe holes to allow of its being 
paſſed higher or lower, as occaſion may 
require. 

In ſhort, theſe two mechanical powers of 
the Forceps and Lever thus combined, will mu- 
tually aſſiſt each other ;—tor the Lever will 
not only prevent the Forceps from ſlipping, 
but alſo Horten the head, and bring it 
down below the arch of the Pubes into the 
centre of the Pelvis. On the other hand, 
the Forceps will afford a firm reſting point 
to the Lever, from which it may effectually 
act without injury to the Patient, which 
was the only objection to its uſe ; ſo that 
we have the advantages of both Inſtruments, 
without the defects of either. _ 

To thoſe who have ſcen the In/trument, and 
its application, this deſcriptionwould, per- 
haps, have been ſufficiently plain and obvious; 
but leſt it ſhould be imperfectly underſtood 
by others, I have added 7 Copper-plate 
Prints to repreſent it more clearly, being 

deſirous of making it uſeful to the. utmoſt 
of my power. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCREFE. 
Several of theſe Forceps having been made in 
abungling, immechanical manner, and very un- 
like the original pair, from whence the annexed 
print zs taken; Gentlemen of the Profeſſion are 
requeſted to direct the Inſtrument-maker to be 
particularly careful on that account, and order 
them to be made of tempered ſteel inſtead of 
iron caſe-hardened which will bend and 
defeat the purpoſe of their application.— 
The Lever ſhould be made more ſtreight, and 
its angle where the two holes are, ſhould be 
more projecting; theſe holes have alſo been 
made too deep, and the Pivot at the function 
of the blades is genenerally too ſhort, which 
prevents the Lever from having ſufficient power 
of action. | 
The blades of the Forceps have hitherto been 
made too ſhort and flender ; they have al/s 
wanted more breadth at their points, and 
depth in the Curve, from the middle of the 
blades to the extremity, where they graſp the 
head. The blades, when locked, ſhould almoſt 
j touch at their points, and only be covered with 
p Leather high as their fork. —The Pivot in 
118 length ſhould be nearly half an inch. 
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ExTract of @ LETTER from Mon. 
D. H. Gallandat, Profeſſor of Ana- 
tomy, Surgery, and Midwifery, at 
FLUs HIN, to Dr. Leake, relative 


20 his New Forceps. 
Monjeur, 
Monfieur Joan LEARE, Membre du College Royal 
des Medecins de Londres, Ic. a Londres. 

J E me flatte que vous excuſarez Pimpor- 
) tunite d'une perſonne qui, ainſi que vous 
Monſieur, conſacre fon tems et ſes forces a 
Pexerciſe de fonctions dans leſquelles il ne 
s'agit pas moins que de veiller à la conver- 
ſation de nos ſemblables. Oui, Monſieur, 
Joſe m' aſſurer que vous ne prendrez pas mon 
hardieſſe de mauvaiſe part puiſque c'eſt la re- 
putation diſtinguee dont vous jouiſſez a ſi juſt 
titre qui y donne occaſion. Voici de quoi il 
s'agit: j'ai lu avec un ſingulier plaiſir le diſ- 

cours preliminaire que vous avez prononce le 
4 d' Octobre dernier, a l'ouverture de votre, 
Cours d' Accouchemens, a la fin du quel j'ai vu 
avec la plus grande ſatisfaction la deſcription 
& lafigure d'un nouveau Forceps a trois branches, 
de votre invention; et comme il me paroit que 
cette troiſieme branche peut &tre fort utile dans 
certain cas, j'ai d abord pris la reſolution de me 
procurer cet Inſtrument, tant pour en faire 
L'eſſai que pour le montrer dans mes cours pub- 


tics : mais attendu Vignorance de nos couteli- 
„ T8 ers, 


REPERTORY 
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ers, et la difficultè qu'il y a pour leur faire ſui- 


vre exactement le deſſein, j'ai cru que le plus 
court et le plus ſur ſeroit de mꝰaddreſſer direc- 


tement a l' Auteur. Je vous pre donc, Mon- 


ſieur, davoir la bonte de faire faire le dit Forceps 
ſelon la deſcription que vous en avez donnee, 
& de me le faire parvenir par celui qui aura 
Phonneur de vous remettere cette lettere & 

aura ſoin de payer Vinſtrument. Vou m bl. 


gerez infiniment et vous me rendrez un ſervice 


qui meritera toute ma reconnoiſſance. 

Je vous prie d' agreer mes offres de ſervice 
dans ce pays ci ou je vou drois ètre en etat de 
vous prouver les ſentimens de la parfaite eſtime 


et de la conſideration diſtinguee avec laquille 
Jai Fhonneur d'etre. 


MoNsIEUR, 
Votre tres humble & tres 
Obeiſſant Serviteur, 
David Henry GALLANDAT. 
Membre de ] acad. imp. des 
curieux de la nature, tré- 


ſorier de la fociete Zelanaviſe 
des ſciences; demonſtrateur 


Fleſſingue en Zilande d'anatomie,, de chirurgit, 
ce 10 Abut 17744. E dePart de accouchemens, 


a Fleſſingue. 


C'eſt mon addreſſe, en cas que vous ayez la 
bonte de m*honorer d'une reponſe, ce = me 
feroit un ſenſible plaiſir. 
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Fluſhing, in Zealand, Aug. 10. 1774. 
8 I.Rg 

1 FLATTER myſelf you will excuſe the 
importunity of a perſon who, like yourſelf, 
Sir, devotes both his time and abilities to the 
exerciſe of duties, the object of which 1s of no 
leſs importance than the preſervation of our fel- 
low creatures. Yes, Sir, I dare ſay you will 
not be oftended at the liberty I have taken, fince 
the diſtinguiſhed reputation yo ſo deſervedly 
enjoy has been the occaſion of it. Here follows 
the matter in queſtion. T have read with fin- 
gular pleaſure the introduftory Lecture which 
you gave on the 4th of October laſt, at the open- 
ng of your Courſe of Midwifery ; annexed to it 
T have ſeen, with the greateſt ſatisfattion, the 
Naure and deſcription of a new Pair of Forceps 
with three Blades, of your invention; and as it 
appears to me, that that third Blade may be 
very uſeful in particular Caſes, I was drreftly 
determined to get that Inſtrument, with intention 
not only to make trials of it, but to ſhew itat my 
ublic Lectures; however, the ignorance of our 
Cutlers, and thedifficulty there is to make them 
take an exact Copy of the Model, induces me 
to think it the ſhorteſt and beſt way to apply 
directly to the Inventor. I ſhall, then, be 
much obliged to you, Sir, if you will be ſo good 
as to get me a Pair made according to the de- 
. {cription 
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ſcription you have given of them, and ſend 


them me by the perſon who will have the ho- 
nor to preſent you this Letter, and pay for the 


Inftrument. In doing this, you will render 


me a ſervice which will put me under an in- 
finite obligation. | 
Accept, I beg, my offers of ſervice in this 
Country, where I ſhould be very happy to have 
it in my power to ſhew you the {ſenſe of that 
ertect eſteem, and diſtinguiſhed confideration, 
with which I have the honor to be, 


S IR, 
Your moſt humble, 
and moſt obedient Servant, 
D. H. GALLANDAT, 
Member of the. Imperial Academy of Na- 
tural Philoſophy, and Treaſurer of the 


Zealand Society of Sciences; Demonſtra- . 


tor of Anatomy, Surgery, and Mid- 
witery. 


1 was 
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I was honoured with the following Letter in 
the Enghſh Language, from M. Chauſſier, 
Sui geon, at Dyon in France, 


Dyon, Burgundy, Fan. 11, l 776. 


DE AR SIR, 


ITH great Pleaſure I received your 
very obliging Letter, and to you my 
true thanks are due. 

By means of our French Ambaſſador I fend 
you my Friend's Book on Uterine Hæmor— 
 rhages : The Author, at page 171, has men- 
tioned the Tranſlation of your excellent Work, 
and exactly repcated your own words on Liga- 
tures, and aftringent Medicines ; and allo at 
page 181, where he laments that your ingenious 
Obſervations were not ſooner known. 

At preſent, I prepare my Tranſlation to be 
printed ſpeedily, but ſhould be glad to know, 
where there is a new and enlarged Edition of 
your Book, as I fee indicated by the Engliſh 
Catalogue. | 

I have alſo the Deſcription and Uſe of your 
new Forceps, which J purpoſe to add to your 
Practical Obſervations, 

My Friend, Mr. Leroux, preſents to you his 
Salutation, and ſhall be happy to find his Book 


worthy of your? Onan If I can render 
you, 


— 
— 
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you ſervices in this Kingdom, I beg you to 
command me, and allow the high reſpect with 
which I am, 
DEAR SIR, 
Your moſt obliged and obedient Servant, 
F. CHAUSSIER. 


Extract of Letters from C. M. Trop, Eſq. 
Surgeon to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and Coun- 
cellor at the Court of Peteriburg, to Dr. 
Leake, on the Subject of his New Forceps, 
tranſlated from the German O, 7g1nals in hs 


Poſſeſſion. 


8 1 R, Peterſburg, May 6, 1776. 
* eſteem J have always entertained for 


your perſon and abilities, and the grati- 
tude I owe you, require, before every thing, 
that I return you my humble and ſincere thanks 
for all the favors received of you during my 
ſtay in London, when I had the pleaſure of at- 
tending your public Leftures, as well as 
the Weſtminſter Lying-in Hoſpital, under 


your direction; and alſo for the honor you 


have done me fince my abſence, by ſend- 


ing me your new-nvented Forceps with three 


blades. | 
I muſt 


[19-1] 

I mult confeſs, Sir, when firſt you ſhewed 
me the Model of thoſe Forceps, the invention 
appeared more curious than materially uſeful : 
I conſidered it as a complex Inſtrument, the 
application of which, for that reaſon, might be 
liable to difficulties. 

Theſe were my ſentiments when I rere 
this Inſtrument, and until I experienced it's 
utility, in two caſes, where, I am ſure, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of the zh:7rd blade, it would 
have been impoſſible for me to deliver the mo- 
ther. 

In the firſt caſe, the patient was a healthy, 

ſtrong young woman, who, on former occa- 
ſions, had eaſy labours; yet, here it ſo hap- 
pened, that after the diſcharge of the waters, 
the child's head remained firmly wedged within 
the Pelvis. In this ſituation the woman had 
been in ſtrong labor during three days; and 
when I was called, on enquiry, I found her 
pains ceaſed for near twenty-four hours: She 
was extremely weak and exhauſted. It was 
not without great trouble I diſcovered that the 
back part of the head had been forced over the 
Offa Pubis., All my endeavours to bring it 
into a more favourable poſition proved ineffec- 
tual ; the % of Smellie's Forceps alſo proved 
27 ucceſ ul. 

Here, Sir, for the firſt time, I experienced 
| the great excellence of your New Forceps, and 
that nothing could equal the Wy of their 
third Blade, or Lever. : 

n 


„ 
In the ſecond Caſe, the axis of the Head 
was in a ſimilar ſituation, only with this dif- 
ference; that the Fore-Head was forced over 
the Bones of the Pubes. In the firſt Caſe, by 
means of your Forceps, I was enabled to ſave 
the Mother, and in the ſecond, 49th the Mo- 
ther and Child; for which reaſon I cannot 
help being very much pleaſed with your in- 

vention. 

Knowing, Sir, your Candor and Indul- 
gence I flatter myſelf with hopes, that you 
will not take amiſs what I have here mention- 
ed, regarding the prejudices I at firſt conceiv- 
ed of your New Inſtrument, fince I now wil- 
lingly confeſs I was then very much miſtaken. 
This is often the caſe, when we truſt to Opi- 
nion only. | | | 

Prompted by Humanity, you have, by 
means of this New Inſtrument, endeavoured 
to /ave the life of the Child, where others have 
not ſcrupled to deſtroy it, as a thing unavoid- 
ably neceſſary. How beneficial would it be 
to Society, if every one would follow your 
example ; and if Prejudice, Ignorance, and 
Vanity would no longer hinder ſome men of 
the Profeſſion from examining with impartia- 
lity or attention whatever 1s new and uſeful ? 

But what do you think of thoſe who endea- 
vour to perſuade the Public of their abilities to 
deliver Women in all Cafes of Midwifery, 
without the aſſiſtance of any inſtrument what- 
ſoever ? Not to mention ſeveral particular Ca- 

{es, 
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fes where all Authors ageee, that inſtruments 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary ; I am of opinion, 
that even the moſt natural caſe, under certain 
circumſtances, as Floodings, &c. may require 
their Uſe ; particularly the Forceps. Of this 
Jam fully convinced, by a Caſe which lately 
occurred to me: It was in a {ſtrong young Wo- 
man, with a well formed Pelvis, in her firſt 
Lying-in. The Patient's ſtrength was fo to- 
tally exhauſted, by being put too early upon 
Labor by an ignorant Midwife, that although 
the Child's Head was conſiderably advand | 
the pains were inſufficient to terminate the La- 
bor. I found the Patient motionleſs, and al- 
moſt dead, her extremities beiny cold, even 
near her body, with hardly. any pulſe or reſpi- 
ration. I was under the necei!:ty of uſing the 
F Orceps 3 but notwithſtanding I delivered the 
Patient i ina few minutes, ſhe died ſoon after. 

Is not this a proof that even the moſt natural 
Caſes, where the ſtrength is exhauſted, ſome= 
times require inſtruments; and if ſo, how 
much more requiſite will be their uſe in de- 
farmed Perſons, where there muſt be {tl 
greater difficulty? 
Is cannot conclude without ſending you a 

very particular caſe, which I believe deſerves 

attention, as I do not remember any Author 
who has mentioned that operation which I 
practiſed with ſuccels. 

By the Caſe I here incloſe, together with 
three accurate Draw * of which, Sir, I beg 


your 


| 
i 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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your acceptance, you will perceive that the head 
of a big child was torn from the body, and left 


behind in a narrow and diſtorted pelvis: two 


ſkilful Accoucheurs had already laboured in 
vain for ſeveral hours to extract it. 


When I was called for aſſiſtance, the Ca ſa- 
ran Operation was propoled ; but, by a ſuc- 
ceſsful attempt with an inſtrument, in the man- 
ner mentioned in the Caſe, and the figure of 
which I here ſend you, I brought the head a- 
way, and delivered the patient in a few mi- 
nutes. 

I ſhould be extremely glad to be favoured 
with your opinion of the different Caſes I have 
here incloſed, and am, with great eſteem, 

1 1 
Your molt obedient Servant, 


"©. NM. FroDE. 


Holland, Hague, Nov. 12, 1 776. 
i R, | 


Do not doubt but you will be much ſur- 
prized to hear I am ſo near, and that in a 
few weeks I hope to have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you in London. At Leiden J had the ſatiſ- 
faction of being in company with Dr. Brand, 
a very able and experienced Accoucheur, much 
eſteemed by all the Profeſſors of that * 
ſity. 
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ſity. Among other things, your new-:nvented 
Forceps became the ſubject of converſation. 
He told me he had not yet ſeen that inſtrument, 
but had heard much of it, and that /everal 
Caſes had occurred to him, where he had been 
obliged to uſe a third blade taken from another 
inſtrument, in the manner of your Lever ; and 
that he particularly remembered 7209 inſtances 
where he had been ſucceſsful, and was able to 
accompliſh what, wthou? ſuch a third blade 
would have been utterly impoſſible. 

In one of theſe Caſes, indeed, he cauſed a. 
depreſſion of the bones of the head, which, not- 
withſtanding all his endeavours, he could not 
raiſe, but which, in a few days, diſappeared 
of itſelf, and the Child was then alive and well. 

He wiſhes to have a Pair of your new For- 
ceps and much approves your mvuention of adding 
a third blade. I hope to find you well on my 
arrival in London, and remain, with the utmoſt 
reſpect, 

8 


Vour moſt humble Scrvant, 


C. M. TaroDE. 


+++ Dr Leake is informed by Dr. Wenden- 
berg of Stockholm, that the Deſcription of his 
New Forceps is tranſlated by Dr. Kromts, 
Phyjician at Berlin. 
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Thetford, Norfolk, Aug. 7, 1781. 


DEPAR SIR, 
FLATTER myſelf, the following Caſe 


will afford you ſome pleaſure, as my ſuc- 
cefs in the treatment of it I attribute ſolely to 
the knowledge which I acquired from your in- 
genious Lectures, and my attendance at the 
Weſtminſter Lying-in-Hoſpital, under your 
Direction. | 


I am, DEAR SIR, 
With the utmoſt reſpect, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


N WILLIAM ROBERT MING AX. 


LABORIoOo US CASE: 


Mr. S. of B. came to my houſe (about five 
weeks ago), in great haſte, and deſired I would 
viſit his wife as ſoon as poſlible ; he informed 
me that ſhe had been in /rong labor for forty- 
eight hours, attended by a Midwife, and for 
the laſt twelve hours by an experienced Accou- 
cheur ; that his wife (when he left her) was 
extremely ill, and that her friends expected 
every moment would put a period to her life. 
Her ſtrength was quite exhauſted, from havin 
been ſo long in labor, without the leaſt reſt; 

| neither 
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neither had ſhe any pains for the laſt ten 
hours. Her pulſe was feeble, and ſhe was 

ſcarce able to ſpeak. On examination, I found 
the ſoft parts ſufficiently dilated, but that the 
child's head was firmly wedged in the Pelvis 
the occiput projected confiderably over the pubes, 
the head was large and ſolid, and the pelvis 
narrow and diſtorted. Conſidering the prece- 
dingcircumitances, Iacquainted herattendants, 
that I was fearful of the event, but that the 
only chance ſhe had for her life was to be de- 
livered as ſoon as poſſible. Her Accouchant 
propoſed the immediate perforation of the child's 
head, as the ſhort Forceps had proved unſuc- 
ceſsful, and thought there were no other means 
to ſave his paticnt. II informed him, as we 
were not certain the child was dead, I wiſhed 
to make uſe of Dr Leake's Forceps, before I 
could, with an eaſy conſcience, conſent to open 
the head. He readily agreed, although he had 
never ſeen their uſe before. Having cheered 
up my patient, by telling her I was in hopes 
of ſaving both her and her infant, I emptied 
the contents of the rectum and bladder, then 
placing her in a proper poſition, and having 
her well ſupported, I paſſed a Blade of your 
Forceps along the left fide of the child's head, 
and the other along the oppoſite fide ; after 
locking them together, I attempted to make a 
gentle extraction, but was defeated ; for! per- 
ceived, that the compreſſion of the Blades on 
each ſide of the head, as you have obſerved in 
ſuch 
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ſuch caſed, rendered the difficulty ſtill great- 
er, by forcing the Occipui farther over the 
Pubes, and the forehead againſt the Sa- 
crum ; 1, therefore, had recourſe to your 
Lever (or third Blade), which I was able 16 
introduce with eaſe, between the Occiput and 


Pubes, by inclining the handle towards the pe- 
rinæum. Having fixed it properly, I made a 
gentle compreſſion, and extracted the head 
without violence, at the firſt effort, and deli- 
vered my patient in about ten minutes, of a 
fine, living Child, to the great ſatisfaction of 
thoſe preſent. My patient recovered, and is 
now in perfect health. 
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